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In praise 
of thinking 


n old Yiddish proverb 

A goes, Protest long enough 

~ . that you are right, and you 
will be wrong. But switch on any 
radio or TV talk show, sit in on 
public lectures or listen to our 
political leaders, and you'll 
quickly learn how few follow this 
wisdom. No one ever veers from 
their ideology or admits they may 
be wrong. Doctrinairism is in; 
discussion and thought are out. 

George W. Bush's “If you are 
not with us you are against us” 
line exemplifies this attitude, long 
favoured by the American far right 
and most recently witnessed by 
the hysterical reaction to any op- 
position to the war in Iraq— from 
the Dixie Chicks’ to France’s. But 
we re not exempt in Canada: express 
support for the national energy program 
or the gun registry in certain parts of the 
country at your own risk. And witha 
united right, we can expect to see more 
U.S.-style moralizing, on such issues as 
gay marriage and legalized pot. 

Those on the other side of the political 
spectrum, however, happily join in on 
this “we're right, you're wrong” mantra. 
Many activist students of recent vintage 
at Concordia, for instance, or anti-WTO 
protesters or the likes of Svend Robinson 
and Noam Chomsky and their adherents, 
vilify anyone who doesn’t share their 
world view. Thoughtful dissent is vital 
for democracy, but too often theirs is 
simply reactionary. 

I’m not advocating cultural relativism 
or “moral equivalence.” There is such 
a thing as right and wrong. But too often, 
otherwise intelligent people trade reason 
for the party line. 

Longtime feminist activist Phyllis 
Chesler describes how she has found this 
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WELL, VON T. 


THAT'S WHAT 
We HAVE 
ComPuTers fok, 


close-minded, hate-filled mindset in 


her academic, feminist and human rights 
circles, directed at their favourite whip- 
ping boy, Israel. In The New Anti-Semitism: 
The Current Crisis and What We Must Do 
About It (2002), Chesler tells of the 
shocking knee-jerk Israel bashing she 
has encountered from liberal feminists 
and intellectuals, who hypocritically ig- 
nore far worse abuses by other nations. 
I’ve been experiencing a taste of this 
from an alumnus, whom I'll call Bill. 
I guess that whenever I’ve mentioned 
Israel in these pages, as I did ina June 
2002 editorial supporting peace, I’ve 
failed to dub the state an “imperialistic 
occupier.” So Bill occasionally takes me 
to task, via e-mail, for my militaristic, 
Zionist beliefs. In January he sent a nice 
New Year's greeting (he’s always sin- 
cere), but then added: “Why does Israel 
kill innocent people? Is it [sic] any dif- 
ferent than a suicide bomber? It is actu- 
ally worse, because it is state-sanctioned 
terrorism.” 















Had Bill been open for 
discussion — he never is — 
I could have pointed out that 
Palestinian suicide bombers’ 
raison détre is to kill civilians, 
a greater moral and legal evil 
than Israel's attacks on ter- 
rorist leaders, which often 
tragically — but not intention- 
ally — result in the deaths of 
innocents. But Bill isn’t inter- 
ested in subtleties. Instead, 
he accuses me of being too 
emotionally attached to have 
a valid perspective; how else 
could I not see that he’s right? 

Fortunately, there are hints 
of a backlash against this kind 
of intractability from some 
thinkers who still recognize 
the virtue of rational discourse, such as 
Phyllis Chesler. Last fall Concordia began 
offering the hopeful Peace and Conflict 
Resolution Academic Series, to address, 
as its website states, “issues of peace 
building and management of deep- 
rooted conflict.” Canadian TV journalist 
Irshad Manji, in The Trouble with Islam: 
a Wake-Up Call for Honesty and Change 
(2003), challenges moderate Muslims to 
critically examine their religious institu- 
tions, their views on Israel and their place 
in the West. Canadian intellectual and 
liberal icon Michael Ignatieff, director 
of Harvard University’s Carr Center of 
Human Rights Policy, supported the war 
in Iraq; he dared to consider the issues 
and make up his own mind. 

Arthur Miller has said, “The only 
thing that | am reasonably sure of is 
that anybody who's got an ideology 
has stopped thinking.” I hope our 
opinion and political leaders, right, 
left and in between, begin to think 
again soon. <? 
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Many people see universities simply as a school — 

a collection of buildings, classrooms, pencils and 
papers. But to both of us, and to the many others 
who work here, Concordia is so much more — it is 
a family and vibrant community that have much to 
celebrate and to give. So when we were asked to join 
volunteer teams of the Concordia Community 
Annual Campaign, how could we say no? We believe 
in what Concordia has to offer and know what the 
needs are firsthand. We want to do our share in 
supporting Concordia’s academic mission and its 
commitment to its students and a quality educational 


experience. 


By getting involved as a community, we show we 
care and inspire the outside world to follow our 
example. and Concordians lead the way and 
contribute financially in so many ways, and we are 
proud to be part of this spirit that embodies a sense 
of collegiality and solidarity. And it’s catching on. 
One prime example is the Shuffle, the annual 6.5 km 
walk from the Sir George Williams Campus to 
Loyola Campus. This year, 500 members of the 
Concordia family, including staff, faculty, governors, 
alumni and friends, rallied, put on their walking 
shoes and raised over $61,000 for student scholar- 
ships and bursaries. As well, more than 50 scholar- 
ships and bursaries have been specifically created 

and funded over the years by donors from within the 
university community. And the momentum 
continues: more than 80 members of faculty and staff 


m= have joined in on the internal Annual Campaign 
| effort and have responded with an enthusiastic, “Yes, 


we want to help make a difference.” 


As enthusiastic members of the Concordia community 
who wear a variety of “hats” as faculty and staff, 
donors, volunteers and alumni, multitasking has taken 
on new meaning for us — and has never felt so good! 
Working together, the experience has allowed us 

to become intimately connected to making a lasting 
impact in the future of so many. You, too, can make a 
difference. Join us, and many others who are proud to 
say, We are part of the Concordia family and want to 
contribute to its growth.” 
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Animated response 

I thought it was great that the animators 
in the article “Colour my World” 
(September 2003) were doing so well. 
It was also interesting to read about 

the animation program. | didn’t know 
Concordia had started one as far back as 
the mid-’8o0s. Not that it would have 
mattered for me then; I was dead set on 
sciences. However, my life took a turn 

a few years later as | realized research 
was just not for me. 

I moved to Los Angeles and broke 
into special effects. Long 12-year story 
short, Iam now a CGI Supervisor for 
Star Trek Enterprise. I have done some 
minor 3D cell type animation for a 
Batman cartoon movie, so I understand 
what some of those guys in the article 
have had to deal with. Let them know 
I wish them well and that I am very 
proud to have gone to Concordia. | 
wish I would have entered the “right” 
program all those years ago, but I got 
here anyway! 

Robert Bonchune, BSc 91 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Flashback 

When I looked at the September 2003 
Association News, I was time-warped 
back to Loyola, where I was a student 
from 1960 to '64,. Without a doubt, 
Henry Habib and Father MacGuigan 
were profs | will always remember. Both 
had a profound effect on my success at 
Loyola and in my post-grad efforts. 
Gord Mylks, L BA 64 

Kingston, Ont. 


CCSL history 

In your article about Charles Bertrand 
(“Answering the Call,” September 
2003), he referred to the Concordia 
Council on Student Life. A brief history: 
In the early '60s at Sir George, the 
Faculty Council (there was only one) 
received requests from the Student 
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Association concerning their constitu- 
tion. The Faculty Council referred it to 
a subcommittee of which I was named 
chairman and sat together with the 
dean of students and the president of 
the association. We solved the problem, 
but it demonstrated the need for a more 


formal committee. 

The University Council of Student 
Life (UCSL) was thus formed, consist- 
ing of student leaders and several 
faculty members, the dean of students 
and various directors, including me. 

The biggest challenge we had was 
finances. The Quebec government at 
the time removed its funding for all 
student services. Hence the UCSL and 
all senior administration met fora 
weekend and were able to solve the 
problem. This meeting solidified the 
Council, and suggested that a member 
of the board of governors be invited 
to join. 

Once the Loyola-Sir George merger 
was completed, the UCSL became the 
Concordia Council on Student Life. 
The Student Association at the time 
made me an honorary president and 
an honorary member of the Garnet Key, 
both of which I am quite proud of. 
Frederick W. Bedford, L BA 45, S BSc 57, 
Professor Emeritus 
Avonmore, Ont. 





Doubling up 
The article on rising 
enrolment (“Boom Town,” 

September 2003) and the 

recent double cohort in 

Ontario brings back memories 

of 194.5, when the Second 

World War suddenly ended. 

I was a junior cadet officer fin- 

ishing high school and prepar- 
ing to go to Farnham Military 
Camp for final exercises before 
going overseas. Instead, the 
Germans surrendered in May, 
and | was honourably discharged 
and advised to register for university, 
at Loyola in Montreal. 

Hence, in September we were faced 
with a “double cohort” of veteran sol- 
diers and teenage freshmen. The stu- 
dent enrolment was much larger than 
normal, but we all survived. The two age 
groups mixed well, and we made many 
friends for life. The over-age soldiers 
were allowed to play on the football and 
hockey teams, and the teenage students, 
like myself, matured very quickly with 
these veterans as classmates. 

Edward F. “Ted” Rooney, L BA 50 
Waterloo, Ont. 


Concordia 


Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer’s full name, address, school(s), 


degree(s) and year(s) of graduation for 


alumni. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. No letter will be published with- 
out the full name of the correspondent. 
Correspondence should be sent to the 
Editor, Concordia University Magazine, 1455 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., Montreal, Que., 
H3G 1M8. Fax: (514) 848-2826, e-mail: 
Howard. Bokser@concordia.ca 

web: magazine. concordia.ca 
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Alumni Watch | 
This distinctive 5 micron, Swiss quartz 
movement watch, with a de tailed Concordia 
seal on an 18kt gold-plated c ial anda 
calf-leather band, is a great gift idea. 
Presented in a beautiful piar o woad box. 













Alumni Golf Shir 
These comfy-100 per cent cotton piqué 
knit, short-sleeved golf shirts, inyour 
choice of Loyola, Sir George Williams or 
Concordia crests and in navy or white, 
are guaranteed to improve your swing. 











Diploma Framea 

You worked hard for your degree, so why not 
display it with pride in an official Concordia 
University frame? In polished brass, walnut 
wood or lacquered Italian mahogany, with a 
burgundy mat bearing the University crest. 
Fits all Concordia diplomas and certificates. 
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New! Stadium 
Blanket 


Keep warm while watching the Stingers in 
this 16 oz., Iceland fleece stadium blanket, 
with Concordia crest and in Concordia 
burgundy and gold colours. 









All merchandise available in person at: University Bookstore: 1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
By mail: 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, FB 520, Montreal, Qc H3G 1M8 
By phone: (please have credit card ready) in Montreal 514-848-2424 ext. 4856 
or elsewhere toll-free 1-888-777-3330 
By fax: 514-848-2826 
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Teamwork 


Katie Sheahan prepares to lead Concordia’s 
recreation and athletics department through 
some big changes 

By HowArRD BOkSER 


hether discussing her depart- 
ment’s staff, programs or bright 
future, Katie Sheahan, BA (soc.) 
78, Goncordia’s director of Recreation 
& Athletics, can’t help but exude excite- 
ment.” People have really stepped up 





to help me succeed in the six months 
I’ve been here,” she says. “We have a 
great team.” 

Sheahan arrived at Concordia last July, 
taking over from interim director Les 
Lawton, who returned to coaching the 
Stingers women’s hockey team full time. 
Sheahan, a Concordia alumna who also 
graduated from the McGill McConnell 
Master's program in 
2003, had spent 24, 
years with Montreal- 
area YMCAs, most re- 
cently as executive 
director of the down- 
town Y and director of 
its Redevelopment Pro- 
ject. “I'm still learning 
about the job,” she says, 
“but I’m also learning about the service 
aspect of what we do.” 

Fortunately, Sheahan had some inside 
knowledge (not counting her time here 
as a student more than 25 years ago). In 
early 2003 she was asked to sit on the 
steering committee of Recreation & Ath- 
letics’ Future Search conference, which 
invited more than 70 interested individ- 
uals to propose a series of recommenda- 
tions for the department. (See “A New 
Game Plan,” June 2003.) Sheahan says, 
“It gave me a great advantage — | already 
knew 68 people!” She also knew exactly 
where the department stood, and where 
it needed to go. 


Sheahan’s priorities at Concordia in- 
clude “leading the facility development 
process, and strengthening our visibility 
within the Concordia community as well 
as the greater community.” As she ac- 
knowledges, the university's outdated 
fitness and sports facilities rank “among 
the bottom third of Canadian universi- 
ties.” But that has already begun to 
change. While the Renaud Science Gom- 
plex was opening its doors at the Loyola 
Campus last fall, down the block Concor- 
dia athletes were enjoying their new arti- 
ficial-turf fields. The sports fields, now 
running east to west along Sherbrooke 
Street and visible from the road, have 
given athletics new exposure to the com- 
munity — part of Sheahan’s goals — as 
will the renting of the fields to the City of 
Montreal for soccer and other outdoor 


sports and recreation this spring: Shea- 
han says, “One day last fall I watched a 
women’s soccer game at home, drove out 
to McGill’s Macdonald Campus to see a 
women’s rugby game, raced back to see 
men’s soccer end, only to watch those 
who play ultimate Frisbee rush onto the 
field for their game — and all this when it 
was pouring rain and 2° outside! The 
fields were packed, and I realized, ‘This 
is a happening place.’ ” 

The football stadium now has tempo- 
rary stands, but replacing those is on 
Sheahan’s to-do list. Long-range plans 


also include a new indoor athletic facility. 


To finance these ambitious proposals, a 
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New Recreation & Athletics director Katie 
Sheahan envisions great things for her 
department. 


fundraising campaign, chaired by Mon- 
treal Gazette publisher Larry Smith, is 
under way. 

Sheahan has also been meeting with 
each of the varsity coaches, asking them 
to analyze how their teams can be 
strengthened. 

As well, she’s looking forward to a new, 
much-needed recreation site to open in 
2005 in the Integrated Engineering, 
Computer Science and 
Visual Arts Gomplex 
under construction at 
the Sir George Campus. 
The department and the 
Concordia Student Union 
have also discussed con- 
verting the second floor of 
the Loyola Gampus Centre 
into an exercise area. 

While sports teams provide great 
public exposure and a morale boost for 
Concordia, Sheahan points to the recre- 
ation, conditioning and health benefits 
that the fitness facilities will provide for 
many students. “My responsibility is to 
champion the value and place of both 
recreation and athletics,” she says, “and 
to make sure that we're moving well on 
both projects.” With her enthusiasm and 
experience, there’s little doubt that she 
will succeed. 


For more information on Concordia’s 
Department of Recreation & Athletics, 
visit concordia.ca/stingers. 
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ou arrive on Grosse Ile, north of Quebec City on the 
St. Lawrence River, in 1846, spewed from beneath 
the deck with hundreds of other passengers. You've 
fled Ireland, a country blighted by famine, and have 
served as human ballast in the dank, unhealthy, overcrowded 
hell of a “coffin ship,” as they have become known due to the 
enormous number of deaths on-board. Now you're in quaran- 
tine, to ensure that you don't bring cholera to your new home. 

Many thousands of Irish immigrants in the latter half of the 
1840s shared this narrative. More than 6,000 of them found 
permanent resting places under Grosse Ile’s rocky soil, mainly 
victims of typhoid contracted on the ships. The survivors made 
Canada their home. 

The influence of Hibernian immigrants to Canada, most of 
whom arrived in the 19th and early 2oth centuries, exerted itself 
across the social and cultural landscape — from captains of indus- 
try to the navvies who helped build the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
Today, almost four million Canadians can 
boast at least a few drops of Irish blood 
coursing through their veins. This sum- 





mer, the legacy of Grosse Ile, a quarantine 
station from 1832 to 1937 and nowa 
National Historic Site, will be explored in 
“Treland on the St. Lawrence: Grosse Ile 
and Irish Settlement in Quebec,” a series of summer courses and 
public events organized by Concordia’s Centre for Canadian Irish 
Studies (CCIS). (Look for more information soon at artsand- 
science.concordia.ca/irish. ) 

The Grosse Ile story is one aspect of the Irish-Quebec-Canada 
experience taught through the CCIS. “Montreal has one of the 
oldest Irish communities in North America, and the newcomers 
integrated tremendously well with the French community,” says 
Michael Kenneally, CCIS director and holder of Concordia’s 
Chair in Canadian Irish Studies. “They shared a language and 
history with the English, and religion and culture with the 
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HISTOLY WITH THE ENGLISH, anb reLIGIon 


Concordia’s Centre for Canadian Irish 
Studied allows students to examine the 


strong links, and long history, of the Irish 
community in Quebec and Canada 
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French.” Many Irish orphans from Grosse [le were adopted by 
Quebec families, while others married into the French commu- 
nity (hence the many Québécois with Irish names, including | 
politicians Claude Ryan (1925-2004,), and Pierre-Marc and 
Daniel Johnson, poet Emile Nelligan, 1879-1941, and Quebec's | 
first chansonniére, La Bolduc [Mary Travers], 1894,-194,1). By | | 
1871, Quebec had a higher proportion of Irish-born residents 
than anywhere else in North America, and these immigrants 
often united with the French in matters both social and political. 
“For instance,” says Kenneally, “Montreal's City and District 
Bank — now the Laurentian Bank — started as a place for French 
and Irish workers to put their money, as the established English 
banks made it difficult for them to get loans.” 

Across Canada — although most notably in Quebec — the Irish 
often were brokers between the French and English, creating 
bonds that crossed languages and cultures. The political alliance 


between Louis-Hippolyte La Fontaine and Robert Baldwin, born 






anbD CULTULE WITH THe FFENCH. 


in York (now Toronto) but of Irish heritage, helped ease the 

political union of Upper and Lower Canada in 184,1; in 1848, after 
spending time in opposition, the pair were also able to ensure 

the status of French as an official language. The Irish-born d 
Thomas D’Arcy McGee worked with fellow “Father of 

Confederation” George-Etienne Cartier to ensure that the rights 

of French Canadians were protected in the new Dominion of : 
Canada; McGee later became Canada’s first high-profile politi- 

cian to be assassinated, possibly for his opposition to the Fenian 

cause in Ireland. A latter-day collaboration has been especially 

close to the hearts of Québécois of all stripes: in 1910, the 
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Irish Studies undergraduate student Sylvie Gauthier, PhD candidate Brad Kent and MA student Claire Delisle at the Centre’s 
home. One of the benefits of the Centre is that it consolidates the community of people interested in the field. 


Montreal Canadiens were formed, with Ambrose O’Brien as the 
team’s first president and Jean-Baptiste Laviolette as its first 
captain, coach and general manager. 


Enter concordia 

Concordia, too, has a history linked closely to the Irish in Canada 
— making it especially appropriate as the home of the CCIS. The 
first class in the Collége Sainte-Marie, a Jesuit school that in 
1896 became Loyola College, comprised seven French and six 
Irish students; in addition, the College’s most famous professor, 
the internationally renowned philosopher Bernard Lonergan, 
was of Irish stock. And in 1899 and 1900, the Montreal 
Shamrocks, formed by three graduates of Collége Sainte-Marie, 
became Stanley Cup champions. 

Immigrant Irish culture continues to provide fodder for 
Canadian culture. “Think of Brian Moore’s The Luck of Ginger 
Coffey, Margaret Atwood’s Alias Grace, Jane Urquhart’s Away, David 
Adams Richards’s River of the Brokenhearted — the Irish experience 
is important to those novelists,” Kenneally points out. Yet little 
academic study has been directed toward understanding more fully 
the significance of Irish Canadians to Canadian society. 
Concordia’s program addresses this lack by splitting its emphasis 
between studies of Ireland and of the Irish in Canada. 

Today, interest in things Irish may be at an all-time high, thanks 
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to a number of factors: the recent economic miracle of the Celtic 
Tiger and the ongoing complexity of the political relationship 
between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, which is 
still part of the U.K., in addition to the small island's history of tri- 
umphs and tragedies and its astonishing cultural productivity, 
especially in the realm of literature. As a result of this enthusiasm, 
students pursuing a minor in Irish Studies or a Certificate in Irish 
Studies can choose from an expanding number of courses in 12 
departments, including English literature, history, economics, 
music, geography, modern languages and theology. 

“Prior to the creation of the CCIS in 2000, Concordia had 
some courses on Irish-related themes, primarily in literature 
and history. And they were always well attended,” says Kenneally, 
who had previously taught part time in the English department. 
He believed that he could pull together enough support to create 
a formal presence for Irish studies at the university. The chal- 
lenge, of course, was getting the funding. The program's finan- 
cial success can be attributed in large part to the efforts of Brian 
Gallery, mayor of Westmount from 1983 to 1987 and former 
chair of the board of GN. The Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, 
formed by Gallery, Kenneally and lawyer Peter O’Brien, struggled 
to raise the money needed to establish the CCIS, helped by an 
impressive list of adherents; its honorary patrons include Martin 
Burke, the Irish Ambassador to Canada, Prime Minister Paul 
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Martin and Quebec Premier Jean Charest. (Both Martin and 
Charest can boast an Irish heritage.) “Our patrons and trustees 
gave us the credibility and support we needed, especially at the 
start,” says Gallery. He knocked on enough corporate doors to 
raise $1.5 million, then, taking advantage of contacts he had 
made with Lucien Bouchard during his tenure with GN, he wan- 
gled another $500,000 from the Quebec government. The feder- 
al government followed with an equivalent amount, the Irish 
government contributed $200,000, and then Concordia kicked 
in another half million, bringing the total raised to more than 
$3.3 million, enough funds to make the CCIS a reality. 
Montreal's Erin Sports Association recognized Gallery's efforts 
by naming him Irishman of the Year in 2000. 


ACademic vaLue 

“This program is another example of Concordia’s commitment 
to our community,” says Martin Singer, dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Science, where CCIS resides. “We have a chair and an 
Institute in Canadian Jewish Studies (which shares its home with 
the CCIS on the corner of Dr. Penfield and Céte des Neiges), a 
chair in Hindu Studies, and a chair shared with UQAM in Ethnic 
Studies — all of which are local initiatives.” 

Not resting on its laurels, the Irish community remains active 
in backing the program. “Now we're trying to raise money to 
support a greater variety of courses,” says Gallery, “enough fora 
major in Irish Studies, and thus attract more students.” He adds, 
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“Fundraising never stops.” The CCIS now offers 15 scholarships, 
with private donors creating new scholarships in honour of Irene 
Mulroney (mother of Brian, grandmother of Ben) and former 
Canadian prime minister Arthur Meighen. The Centre also orga- 
nizes events such as its Irish Public Lecture Series, which has 
featured distinguished scholars from around the world, and was 
instrumental in the university s decision to award Ireland's 
Nobel Prize-winning poet Seamus Heaney an honorary doctorate 
at the spring 2002 convocation. 

These initiatives enable the CCIS to provide a focus for Irish 
studies across the university. Student Sylvie Gauthier, who's pur- 
suing an undergraduate degree in history with a minor in Irish 
Studies, says, “I was always interested in [rish language and his- 
tory, and after traveling to Ireland, that became consolidated. My 
initial studies then brought me to these other courses.” She adds, 
“They're very comprehensive.” Gauthier was recently awarded 
the J. Armand Bombardier Scholarship in Canadian Irish 
Studies, given for academic achievement. 

Claire Delisle is pursuing a master’s degree through the 
Special Individualized Programs option. She points out, “There 
aren't that many graduate students studying Irish issues at 
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Michael Kenneally, director of the Centre for Canadian Irish Studies and 
holder of Concordia’s Chair in Canadian Irish Studies. The Canadian Irish 
Studies Foundation has raised more than $3.3 million, to endow the Chair in 
Canadian Irish Studies and to join with Concordia in providing annual grants 
to support the Centre. 


Concordia, but the CCIS brings us together, so we don't feel quite 
as isolated.” She has presented her thesis ideas (exploring the 
influence of hunger strikers on the peace process in northern 
Ireland) at a colloquium series organized at the Centre; she has 
also carried out a project on the Canadian contribution to the 
Irish peace process, with funding from 
Concordia, which saw her travel to Belfast 
to interview people from all sides of the 
process, including Canadian General 
John de Chastelain. Brad Kent, a doctoral 
student in the interdisciplinary humani- 
ties program, is investigating issues of literary censorship in the 
Irish Free State, for which he has received a St. Patrick's Society 
Scholarship. “Right now, with the Irish economy booming and 
an influx of immigrants, the country needs to examine its past 
and look at the marginalizing of people within, in order to see 
how it can deal with those from outside.” 

As these projects make clear, Canadian Irish studies is not 
simply a recapping of historical dramas and cultural triumphs. 
“Irish studies is very much engaged with the present — and the 
future,” stresses Kenneally. “The Irish role in Quebec and 
Canada is not only interesting historically, but also as a model for 
other minority groups,” he says. “The Irish experience can teach 
us something important about the challenges and triumphs 
involved in the social, cultural and economic integration of 
immigrants in Canada today — as well as how they might con- 
tribute to Canada tomorrow.” “9 


For more information about Concordia’s Centre for Canadian Irish 
Studies, visit artsandscience. concordia.ca/irish. 


Patrick McDonagh, PhD 98, is a Montreal freelance writer. 
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They’re all profiting from their connections. 
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Pablo Misas, BFA 01 Hana Gartner, LBA 68 


Uzma Mustafa, BComm 99 John Kopanas, BEng 03 


When these alumni graduated, they automatically became 
members of the Concordia University Alumni Association. 


That gives them access to a growing number of advantages, services and opportunities, all of which you, 
as a Concordia graduate, can also enjoy. As a graduate, you get preferential rates on life and general insur- 
ance. You can profit from your connections to the university by participating in alumni events held across 
the country and around the world, just for fun or for the networking benefits participation brings. You 
can remain informed about the Concordia community through the alumni website or Concordia 
University Magazine. You can participate in the online mentor program. And much more. Make sure 
youre profiting from your connections. 


To learn more or to update your contact information, visit alumni.concordia.ca, or call 


(514) 848-2424 ext. 4856 or 1-888-777-3330. 


_* 23 





Concordia University 





Alumni Association 





story and photos by Jason Gondziola 


rom a young age, Giuliano 
Zaccardelli, L BGomm 70, 
was drawn by the lore and 
legend — and especially the 
red uniform — of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. “I’ve always been 
attracted to a uniform, and to the 
notion of serving, public service 
and social responsibility,” he says. 
“T can't think of a time when I wasn’t 
interested in being a police officer.” 
That lifelong interest led him to join 
the Mounties in 1970, culminating in 
2000, when he became commissioner 
of the RCMP. 

Commissioner Zaccardelli, called 
“Zack” by most, was born in the small 
Italian village of Prezza and immigrated 
to Canada and Montreal with his family 
at the age of seven. “I think for me, 
growing up in Montreal as an immi- 
grant had a lot of effect on my future, 
my career and the person I became,” 
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he says. As a youth, Zaccardelli deliv- 
ered newspapers and spent his high 
school and college years working 
weekends. “The notion of working 
to pull yourself out of the situation 
that you're in and the idea of the 
value of school were absolutely 
essential,” he says of his immigrant 
upbringing. “It was around us all 

the time.” 

It was the education ethic that tem- 
porarily diverted Zaccardelli from his 
goal of becoming an RCMP officer, 
bringing him to study in Loyola’s com- 
merce program — admittedly not his 
first choice. At the time, he was fasci- 
nated by history, but his application to 
Loyola came amidst the mounting social 
awareness of the ‘60s and soaring 
enrolments in history, social sciences 
and liberal arts. “I remember seeing 
the dean of arts at Loyola,” he says. 
“He told me, ‘Your marks aren't good 
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enough to get into history, but if you go 
down the hall and turn right, there's the 


,9 


commerce department. 

This apparent setback would prove to 
be crucial in bringing Zaccardelli to his 
current position. “It turned out to be one 
of the best things that ever happened in 
my life,” he recalls, “because when I 
joined there was a desire to have more 
members of the ROMP have commerce or 
business degrees, because the whole area 
of white collar crime was expanding. I 
wouldn't have been able to get in had I 
not had the degree.” 


Zaccardelli’s career with the RCMP 
has been a steady upward progression, 
marked with promotions and ever- 
increasing responsibilities. He joined 
the force right after Loyola and spent 
four years performing general polic- 
ing duties in Alberta. In 1974, he was 








transferred to the Toronto Commercial 
Crime Section, where the RCMP was 
investigating Italian organized crime. 
“Going to Toronto was very instrumen- 
tal in my career,” he says. “I was able 
to help the force because of my knowl- 
edge of Italian, but also, it gave me 
an opportunity to 
demonstrate certain 
abilities and compe- 
tencies in an area of 
work — white collar 
crime — in the finan- 
cial centre of Canada.” 
This also placed him 
well for tracking 
fraudulent “boiler 
rooms’ — bogus investment firms. 
“Montreal at one point was known for 
having a number of major boiler room 
operations,’ Zaccardelli explains, “from 
where they would call and get people 
to invest in less than the best business 
opportunities.” 

His successes in these areas did not go 
unnoticed, and Zaccardelli was trans- 
ferred in 1981 to the Calgary Commercial 





Giuliano Zaccardelli’s office, at the RCMP’s Ottawa 
headquarters, is adorned with ceremonial and 


historic law-enforcement items. He says the RCMP 
must shift focus from punishment to prevention. 


Crime Section, where he served as a se- 
nior investigator. Five years later, he was 
commissioned and began serving at 
RCMP headquarters in Ottawa as the Of- 
ficer in Charge, Immigration and Pass- 
port Branch. A number of advancements 
followed, including promotions to assis- 


tant commissioner in 1995 and deputy 
commissioner in 1998. On September 2, 
2000, Giuliano Zaccardelli was installed 
as the 20th Commissioner of the RCMP, 
something he attributes to timing and 
having the right qualities to lead Canada’s 
national police force. 

“I think the question of leadership is 
important,” he says. “Passion for public 
service is something | think I bring to the 
job. I also bring an insatiable appetite to 
succeed, to do well. I think that goes back 
to my immigrant roots. ” 


Major responsibilities 

As commissioner, Zaccardelli is re- 
sponsible for the direction of the 
RCMP’s 22,000 members, who are 
spread out across four regional head- 
quarters, 14, divisions and 750 detach- 
ments. Foremost on the ROMP agenda, 
he discloses, are the fights against 
terrorism and, even now, organized 
crime. “They didn’t go to sleep after 
9/11.” Zaccardelli says. “That we have 
very sophisticated criminal organiza- 
tions that are operating on a worldwide 
basis is a huge concern to all of us, not 
just in Canada, but indeed to our part- 
ners around the world.” 

He adds that the increasing sophisti- 
cation and speed with which the terror- 
ist and criminal organizations can 
operate underscores the need for 
quick and efficient response. These 
challenges have forced a change in 
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RCMP practices, shifting away from 
simple policing and punishment. The 
key to staying competitive in the high- 
stakes realm of policing, according to 
Zaccardelli, is to be intelligence driven. 
While for obvious reasons he can't go 
into specifics, ROMP officers are no 
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longer charged with simply reacting, 
but must shift their focus to crime pre- 
vention and dismantling. “When a ma- 
jor crime or a major fraud is committed, 
there’s very little comfort in solving it 
after the fact,” he says. 


A matter of balance 

In addition to his administrative respon- 
sibilities, Gommissioner Zaccardelli reg- 
ularly attends and speaks at policing 
conferences around the world. With so 
many demands on his time, he admits 
that there is little time in his life for per- 
sonal endeavours. “I probably accept that 
by most definitions I may be a bit ofa 
dysfunctional person and a bit of a 
workaholic,” he says. “But if that’s what 
it takes to provide better quality public 
service to Canadians, I’m willing to be 

a little dysfunctional.” 

He strives to maintain equilibrium 
between his personal and professional 
lives. An avid horseman, Zaccardelli 
rides daily, and tries to hit the golf 
course whenever he can, adding that 
he never thinks of work while he’s 
playing. “Some people say to have a bal- 
anced life, you have to stop working at 4, 
o'clock,” he states. “Well, you know, life 
isn't that way. The idea is that when you 
have time, make it quality time. That’s 
how I find balance.” @ 


Jason Gondziola is a Montreal freelance 
Journalist. 
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Vincent and Olga Diniacopoulos 
were a remarkable team of 
antiquarians. Although their 
Montreal home seemed like any 


other, it housed an extraordinary 


collection of precious artefacts 


bridging the history of civiliza- 
tions. Their story, which spans 
much of the zoth century, winds 


up at Concordia. 


ther than the shades being 
drawn at midday, the Dinia- 
copoulos house looked much 
like any other in Montreal's 
Notre Dame de Grace district. No one, 
then, could have guessed at the ancient 
riches stored inside. 
That's because Olga Diniacopoulos 
kept their existence hidden for decades. 
She and her son, Denis, had confided 


their presence to only a few close friends, 


including Donat Taddeo, L BA 67, and 
Carole Groleau, BA 82, MBA 89, PhD 95. 
But even Taddeo and Groleau could 
hardly believe their eyes when they saw 
what the Diniacopoulos family had 
amassed over nearly a century. 

Taddeo and Groleau had visited the 
Diniacopoulos home many times since 
the early ‘70s, but only in 1998, when 
Olga realized she was nearing the end 
of her life, did she reveal its precious 
secrets to them. In the basement, lime- 
stone sphinxes that had once protected 
the chambers of a Roman patrician fam- 
ily lay inside two of the countless wooden 
crates piled up to the ceiling. A magnifi- 
cent Egyptian sarcophagus, nearly 3,000 
years old and wrapped in cardboard, 
leaned against the washing machine. 
Rare books, encyclopedia sets and me- 
dieval manuscripts filled basement 
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shelves, with more piled high on the liv- 
ing room floor. A utility room stored 
grape crates replete with Greek pottery 
shards. In the kitchen, the cabinets held 
medieval china and ancient Turkish pot- 
tery, and tins and jars contained old 
coins. In every other room, hundreds of 
exquisite paintings representing major 
periods of art from the 14th to the 2oth 
century had been stacked in closets or 
behind doors, while European tapestries 
and ceramics sat under beds. Pre- 
Columbian antiquities, Byzantine icons, 
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and African and Asian decorative art 
filled the nooks behind furniture. Olga 
had become the sole guardian of a temple 


of treasures reminiscent of an Indiana 
Jones movie. 

Taddeo, a longtime Concordia faculty 
member and administrator, and Groleau, 
a communications professor at Université 
de Montréal, agreed to help their friend 
decide how best to manage the collection. 
Over the next two years, they spearheaded 
the key role Concordia played in dispers- 
ing the works internationally and getting 





some of them into museums — where 
they belong, as Dr. Jones would say, and 
where Olga and her husband, Vincent, 
had always wanted them to be. 


Crossing civilizations 

The adventure began with Vinkentios 
Diniacopoulos. Born in Constantinople 
to Greek parents in 1886, he was roaming 
the Turkish countryside by age 14, in 
search of ancient relics. While serving in 
the Greek army during the 1914, Balkan 
War, he began collecting Byzantine icons. 


From far left: Uncrating antiquities at the Séminaire de Valleyfield 


in 1955, Vincent Diniacopoulos standing third from left, and Olga, 
kneeling; painting of the Holy Family with Saint Anne, attributed to 
Il Bagnacavallo (1485-1542); marble bust of Aphrodite from 3rd — 
4th century AD, Syria; meeting at a café in Cairo c.1925, Vincent 
Diniacopoulos at left. Below: red-figure Attic cup, c. 480 BC. 


Known as Vincent Diniacopoulos by 
1922, he based himself in Paris and 
Cairo, trading up objects and living off 
his earnings as an art restorer while par- 
ticipating in excavations in Asia Minor 
and the Middle East. 

Héléne Olga Nicolas was born in Cairo. 
Her father was a Syrian-born merchant. 
At 17, she moved to Paris and three years 
later married Vincent, 20 years her se- 
nior. Over the next quarter-century, they 
built up their collection. While Olga 
studied archaeology at Ecole du Louvre 
and the Sorbonne, Vincent kept trading 
art and organizing excavations. In 1930, 
Olga gave birth to their only child, Denis. 
Engaged by various institutions, they 
continued their expeditions to Egypt and 
Asia Minor, where they often recruited 
the help of villagers. The couple made a 
formidable team in the years prior to the 
Second World War. When the war broke 
out, the family had to live mostly in their 
second home in La Ciotat, east of Mar- 
seilles, where they also hid their trea- 
sures from the Nazis. 

After the war, as France became em- 
broiled in Algeria, they feared their son 
would be conscripted. They decided to 
leave Europe, but it took some time to 
consolidate their assets. Packing 4,0 
crates of artwork from France, Syria and 
Egypt, the family boarded the Empress of 
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Canada for Montreal in1 951. They left 
other works in Cairo, unable to obtain 
government permission to remove them. 


Settling down 

In Montreal, Vincent and Olga looked for 
an institution to buy and display their col- 
lection, but without success. Around 1954, 
the family loaned a number of works to the 





Clarence Epstein, director of special projects 
in Concordia’s Rector’s Cabinet. Epstein 
worked closely with Olga Diniacopoulos to 
inventory her vast collection. “She became 
like a wise grandmother to me.” 
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Don Taddeo and Carole 
Groleau at the reception 
for Concordia friends and 
patrons of the arts, upon 
the re-opening of the MMFA 
Mediterranean Archaeology 
Galleries, February 2. Taddeo 
and Groleau were part of 
Denis’s circle of friends 
and students, who often 
gathered at his home for 
conversation over the 
Mediterranean feasts 
prepared by Olga. 
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Séminaire de Valleyfield, which resulted 
in the first public viewing of any of the 
Diniacopoulos collection in Quebec. The 
same year, they opened a gallery on Sher- 
brooke Street, just west of the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts, where they show- 
cased a range of antiquities as well as 
European and contemporary Canadian 


paintings. The couple settled into running 





In 1970, Denis earned a degree in 


communication arts from Loyola College, 
and became a professor in the depart- 
ment after completing graduate school 
two years later. That's when Don Taddeo 
befriended him, while working as an ad- 
ministrative assistant at Loyola. They had 


later with Olga and Denis, influenced my 
life in such a positive way. Denis was so 
enthusiastic about his work, and Olga 

so lively when she told stories about her 
life in the south of France.” No matter 
how engaged in discussion, Denis always 
excused himself before the top of each 
hour to record the British Broadcasting 
Corporation’s radio news. “These inter- 
ruptions annoyed some of us,” Taddeo 
admits, “but we knew how much he 
valued the BBC as a news source.” 

Denis took pride in the trove assembled 
by his parents, but agonized over what to 
do with it. “He told a few of us about the 
burden he felt, but he also made it clear 
it would be better not to ask questions, " 
Taddeo recalls. Olga fretted about thieves 
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the gallery while Denis attended Loyola. 
Their professional stature grew and, in 
time, the Quebec Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs began to show interest in the col- 
lection for possible acquisition. In 1966, 
Vincent struggled through his advancing 
age and illness to oversee the sale of some 
Greek and Roman antiquities to the 
provincial government. The 74, pieces 
represented just a fraction of the family 
collection (see “The Next Chapter,” p. 18). 
Ayear later, Olga and Denis mourned 
Vincent's death. 





neighbouring offices and chatted often. 
Soon Denis invited Taddeo to the din- 
ners his mother prepared almost weekly 
for friends and students. Carole Groleau, 





a former student of Denis’s, likens the 
meals to feasts in Mediterranean France. 
“Olga and Denis fussed over each detail, 
making sure everything was perfect.” 
Over wine, succulent lamb and other del- 
icacies cooked by Olga, the conversations 
meandered from Denis’s specialization, 
visual dynamics, to current events, uni- 
versity politics and personal issues of 
each guest. Groleau remembers, “Those 
evenings, and the other times I spent 
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finding out about the riches 
within their household. 
The family had never in- 
stalled an alarm system. 
Instead, Olga never left the 





house unattended. 
In November 1997, Olga had to deal 
with the death of her son. Denis had been 
diagnosed with liver cancer not long after 
retiring from Concordia two years ear- 
lier. “She always held out hope he would } 
recover, so it devastated her when he 
died,” Groleau says. She, Taddeo and 
others regularly looked in on Olga and 
helped with errands. During the 1998 ice 











storm, T'addeo dropped by to find the 92- 
year-old woman had been living without 
electricity for three days. “It was freezing 
inside the house and I told her to stay 
with me and my wife. She refused, wor- 
rying someone might break into the 
place. ‘What good is the collection to you 
if you're dead?’ | finally told her, and she 
came with me for the better part of a day, 
but insisted on returning as soon as the 
power came back.” 

A month later, Olga told Taddeo the 
experience had made her realize she 
had to do something about the collection. 
She asked for his help. 


Taking inventory 
Taddeo consulted two members of 
Concordia’s board of governors for 
advice. As experienced art collectors, 


y 


of the proceeds would help create a schol- 
arship endowment. Taddeo and Groleau 
consulted Olga on every decision, and 
worked as a team after her death. 

Taddeo also found out about Clarence 
Epstein. A native Montrealer, Epstein 
had just returned to the city from the 
University of Edinburgh, where he 
earned his doctorate. He had also studied 
at the Courtauld Institute of Art and 
worked at Christie's auction house in 
London. Concordia appointed him to 
direct special projects with cultural 
property implications, and he became 
responsible for taking inventory of the 
Diniacopoulos collection. 





and how her family acquired it. Aware of 
the shady reputation some dealers had, 
she always noted where the object had 
been purchased. Several came from the 
Museum of Egyptian Antiquities in Cairo 
during the 1920s and ‘30s, when it sold 
its inventory. She also noted when some- 
one had doubted the authenticity of a 
piece, adding that she expected her fami- 
ly’s expertise to be vindicated by a high 
price from knowledgeable buyers. 

At first, the meetings with Madame re- 
mained formal. As weeks passed and she 
discerned Epstein’s appreciation for the 
collection’s historical worth, she con- 
veyed more of its personal significance. 
“She had such a theatrical way 
of telling stories,” says Epstein. 
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Leonard Ellen, LLD 03, and 
Richard Renaud, L BComm 69, 
reassured Taddeo it would be 
worthwhile to undertake dis- 

persing the artefacts. Another 

meeting, with Rector Frederick Lowy, 
resulted in an arrangement fair to Olga 
and Concordia: the university would help 
disseminate the artefacts, and a portion 


Over the next two years, Epstein vis- 
ited “Madame” (as he always addressed 
her) almost weekly. While he sat at the 
dining room table, she presented him 
with one box at a time, let him empty the 
contents and pose questions about the 
objects as he took inventory of them. 
From memory, she related the origin of 
each object, its historical significance 


Painting of the Preaching of Saint Paul by I! Garofalo (c.1476-1559). 2 Ancient cylinder 
seals and stamp seals stored in a shoebox. 3 Coins dating from the Roman Imperial period 
stored in cookie tins in the kitchen pantry of the Diniacopoulos home. 4 An Attic black-figure 


bail-oinokhoe, used in 5th century BC Athenian rituals. 


Palettes of large ancient statuary 


stored in the Guy Metro Building. & Limestone seated figures from the tomb of Amunmose, 
Egypt, Eighteenth Dynasty (c.1450 BC). 7 Aroom in the Guy Metro Building filled with European 


paintings dating from the 19th century. 
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“Her eyes grew big at key points and her 
expression always changed when a story 
was about to go from happy to sad, as 
when she told me about having to pay a 
doctor, who treated her husband, with 
2,500-year-old silver tetradrachms. 
The remaining Greek coins sold for tens 
of thousands of dollars recently.” 

Some of her favourite stories related 
to the artwork bought in Europe prior to 
World War II. “Her family was complete 
and happy then,” Epstein explains. 
“Her husband was healthy and being 
commissioned by museums to find 
works. She was studying archaeology, 
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or the next decade at least, a 
Pec of Greek and Roman 

antiquities from the Diniacopoulos 
collection will be on display at the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA}, 
thanks in good part to Concordia. 

All the objects would still be in basement 
storage rooms in Quebec City if Clarence 
Epstein, director of special projects in 
Concordia’s Rector’s Cabinet, had not come 
across a government inventory list while 
doing an Internet search about the family. 
“When | discovered their existence, | had to 
find out more about them,” he says. 

In 1968, the Quebec government 
bought 74 pieces from the Diniacopoulos 
family for $100,000 and allocated them 
to the Musée du Québec, now the Musée 
national des beaux-arts du Québec [MNBAQ]. 
For the next 18 years, only researchers 
had access to them. From 1986 to 1999, 
they were displayed at Université Laval's 
Centre muséologique. When the museum 
closed, the artefacts went back into stor- 
age. Working with Université Laval and 
the MMFA, Epstein helped facilitate the 
long-term loan to bring the works to public 
view in Montreal. 

Concordia’s antiquities expert, Jane 
Francis, is thrilled her classics students 
can view these quality pieces first-hand. 
Francis and John Fossey, curator of the 
MMFA’s Mediterranean Archaeology 
Galleries, organized an international 
colloquium this past February on the 
Diniacopoulos family and collection that 
attracted renowned scholars. One seg- 
ment looked at the socio-economic con- 
texts in which the family developed their 
collection and the milieu in which they 
maintained it in Montreal. Other scholars 
presented their archaeological findings 
based on their examination of the pieces. 
The final component focused on the 
restorative work done on some objects 
given to Queen's University and elsewhere. 
Francis and Fossey have co-published a 
catalogue, The Diniacopoulos Collection 
in Québec: Greek and Roman Antiquities, 
available at the MMFA and Concordia 
bookstores. 

The Diniacopoulos antiquities are well 
worth a visit to the MMFA and can be 
viewed by the public free of charge. 

— Julie Gedeon 


and their son was growing up ina cultur- 
ally rich environment.” 

The size of the collection astounded 
everyone. It took specialized art trans- 
porters more than a week just to move 
the large objects from the house to 
Concordia’s Hall and Guy 
Metro buildings, where 
rooms had been prepared 
to safely store the objects 
and photograph them for 
presentation to scholars, 
curators and art dealers. 

Taking a liking to the young 
art specialist from Concor- 
dia, Olga let only Epstein 
inspect the rest of the 
works — more than 2,000 
in all—wrap them and 
then hand them to the 
movers, or take them to 


the university himself. — 
Lebes gamikos, Attic, 440 BC, to Concordia. Always 
henceforth attributed to the 
Diniacopoulos Painter by the 
eminent archaeologist and 
scholar John Oakley. 


By June 1998, Sotheby's 
had put a large number of 
the Egyptian, Greek and 
Roman objects on display 
for auction. A Concordia 
contingent led by Lowy and Ellen accom- 
panied Olga to New York, where she 
finally saw a portion of the family collec- 
tion showcased with the proper stands 
and lighting. Every piece sold for thou- 
sands of dollars more than Sotheby’s had 
anticipated, often for more than 10 times 
their estimated value. As Taddeo and his 
wife relaxed over drinks with Olga at 
their hotel later that evening, Olga asked, 
“Now will they believe our collection was 
worth something? So many doubted us 
for years.” 


The Diniacopoulos legacy 
Olga Diniacopoulos died in early 2000. 
By then, most of the collection had been 
consigned to major auction houses in 
New York, London and Toronto, but 
some items remained in her home. 
Epstein continued his cataloguing, but it 
no longer held the same passion for him 
with Madame gone. He does remain very 
enthusiastic about the overall project. 
“This is a first not only for Concordia, 
but for all Canadian universities,” he 
says. “The success of the Diniacopoulos 


initiative shows the university's willing- 





ness and ability to take on projects with 
cultural implications for the advance- 
ment of education.” 

The university has since become in- 
volved in managing several other estates 
with cultural property components, with 
a portion of the proceeds 
destined for Concordia. 
Concordia is also provid- 
ing its expertise to 
McGill University and 
the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem as the three 
institutions benefit from 
the estate of another 
renowned Montreal art 
collector, Max Stern. 

Olga Diniacopoulos’s 
generosity resulted in 
one of the largest under- 
graduate scholarship 


endowments ever made 


keeping her son's passion 
for academia in mind, she 
arranged to have interdis- 
ciplinary scholarships 
awarded yearly to 10 students in mathe- 
matics, psychology, classics and commu- 
nication studies. Estate proceeds have 
also enabled Concordia to digitally 
preserve the abundant BBC tapes Denis 
recorded between 1970 and 1986 and 
establish awards for research that 
specifically involves the BBC tapes. The 
recordings are available at Concordia’s 
Centre for Broadcasting Studies and at 
Concordia University Archives, which 
also holds the Vincent and Olga Nicolas- 
Diniacopoulos Fonds, a depository of 
documents and photos about the family 
and its art collection. 

When Olga Diniacopoulos unlocked 
the door to her family’s treasures, she 
opened a world of opportunities for 
art historians, students and scholars, 
ensuring her family’s lifework and legacy 
would endure. ® 


Julie Gedeon, BA 89, is a Montreal freelance 
journalist. 


For information about viewing some of the 
Diniacopoulos collection, see “The Next 


Chapter, ” at left. 





John Molson School of Business 
Concordia University 


Portrait of Success 


DIA/DSA Programs 


Careers in Non-profit Management 
and Sport Administration 


Choose a 30-credit diploma or an 18-credit certificate in one 
of our career options to give your career a boost. 


Arts and Cultural Administration 

Health Care Administration 

Community Services, Public and Para-public Administration 
Sport Administration 

Event Management 

Fundraising 
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¢ Internships in the diplomas 
¢ Part-time or full-study 
° All courses at the master’s level 


° Transfer credits to the MBA 


from the diploma programs 


Contact our program staff for more information 


Tel: (514) 848-2424 ext. 2766 

E-mail: diadsa@jmsb.concordia.ca 

In person: Room GM 710-24 

1550 de Maisonneuve West (at Guy St.) 


Visit us on the Web: www.johnmolson.concordia.ca/diadsa 


Veyalicot me eVittiilal 


‘Croy ham ele taaleli lla he 


Inaugurated in 1932 by the Loyola Alumni Association 


August 18, 2003, Club de Golf Le Mirage 


Concordia University's students wish to gratefully acknowledge the generosity of our sponsors: 


Platinum Level 

Les Brasseries Molson 

Loyola Alumni Association, Inc. 
Manulife investments 

MBNA Canada 

TD Meloche Monnex 


Gold Level 

Chaussures Tony Shoes 

Concordia University, Office of the Vice-Rector, 
Institutional Relations 

Concordia University, Office of the Vice-Rector, 
Services 

Freund Financial Services 

Standard Life 


Silver Level 

Arthur Murphy Contracting Ltd. 
BDO Dunwoody 

BGL Brokerage Ltd. 

Concordia University Alumni Association 
eConcordia 

Groupe D’0nofrio 

McAuslan Brewing 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers 
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton 
Service d’Entretien Distinction 


We would also like to thank the following 
donors of outstanding gifts and prizes: 


Brother International 

Groupe Park Avenue 

BDO Dunwoody 

Canada.com 

Carlo Massi 

Chaussures Tony Shoes 

Concordia Bookstore 

Concordia Computer Store 

Concordia University, Building Campaign Office 

Concordia University, Department of 
Recreation & Athletics 

Diageo Canada, Inc. 

Discount Car & Truck Rentals—operated by 
Location Americar Inc. 

eConcordia 

Frank Mizgala 

ING - Mario Rapagna 

John Freund 

McAusian Brewing 

Montreal Gazette 

Peak Financial Group 

Robin Whitrod 

TD Meloche Monnex 

VIA Rail Canada 


Over the years, the Annual Alumni Golf 
Tournament has raised funds that have 
been instrumental in responding to the 
needs of students and allowing them to 
pursue their studies with fewer financial 
constraints. As such, the Loyola Alumni 
Association is very proud of its role in 
organizing this tournament and in sup- 
porting students to be successful in their 
academic careers. 


We thank our sponsors, prize donors and 
Supporters for responding so generously 
to Concordia University as it carries on its 
commitment to educational excellence 
and to providing students with Real 
Education for the Real World. 


Next year’s tournament will be held on 
Monday, August 16, 2004 at Le Blainvillier. 
See you there! 











alumni.concordia.ca 


Sir George Williams 


The Association of Alumni of Sir George Williams University held the 
Eleventh Annual Concordia University Bowlathon, November 22, rais- 
ing over $33,000 for scholarship funds for Concordia students. Held 
at Montreal's Laurentian Lanes, the 105 bowlers included alumni, 
friends and student teams from the Arts and Science Federation of 
Associations, Concordia International Students Association, Fine 


Arts Student Alliance and the JMSB. 





The Calgary Chapter hosted a family softball game and picnic for 
Concordia Southern Alberta alumni vs. McGill University alumni at 
Renfrew Park in Calgary, September 6. An exciting game for fans and 
players of all skill levels combined with hot, sunny weather and a BBQ 
to make for a great outing for the 50 alumni and their guests of all ages. 
Although the score was close, it was difficult to figure out a winner 
because of player trades between the schools during the game! More 


Last February, current Toronto alumni chapter committee mem- 
bers Lucie Fréchette, BA 96, Toleen Badawi, BGomm oo, and 
Jeremy Tsai, BEng 9g, participated in three Concordia recruitment 
fairs in the greater Toronto area, speaking to interested parents 
and prospective students about their experiences at Concordia. 
And on February 5, more than 50 alumni enjoyed some fun at 

the annual Pub Night, at brewpub C’est What. 
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For the second straight year, the Annual Rector’s Reception in Paris was 
a wonderful success. More than 100 alumni from France and as far as 
Geneva, Italy and Germany attended the event. Violaine Jeammet (at left), 
from the Louvre Museum, gave an informative presentation on the 
Tanagra exhibitions of ancient art, followed by Clarence Epstein, direc- 
tor of special projects in Concordia’s Rector’s Cabinet, who told the 
intriguing story of the Diniacopoulos family and their collection (which 
was on display at the Louvre but has recently arrived at the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts). The presentations were followed by a lovely 
cocktail reception at the Centre Culturel Canadien a Paris. 


| Calgary 


co-sponsored events are in the works — McGill alumni plan on hosting 
a fall ‘04, softball rematch. More details to follow. 

On February 5, the Chapter held a comedy club evening at Yuk Yuk’s 
in the Blackfoot Inn. The event was booked on the club’s non-smoking 
night by popular request. Alumni and their guests were invited to drop 
by a Concordia-sponsored hospitality room for socializing and hors 
d'oeuvres before the show. 


| Toronto | International Students 


Ona cold and dry Saturday, December 27, GUAA President John Aylen, 
MA 76, and Concordia alumni reunion officer Shannon Labadie, BA 
03, sat down to dinner at Restaurant Minerva in Montreal with more 
than 210 international students who couldn't make it home for the 
holidays, for the Fourth Annual International Students Holiday Party. 
The appreciative students enjoyed a three-course meal and some 

good cheer, compliments of the CUAA. 








Ottawa 


On December 18, close to 200 alumni and friends gathered at the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization in Hull to hear Concordia professor 
Dilys Patterson make a presentation on the Dead Sea Scrolls, before 
enjoying the special opportunity to tour the special exhibit. 

The success of that event was followed by a Chinese New Year cele- 
bration, at right, co-hosted by the Inter University Capital Alumni 
Network, at the Yangtze Restaurant, January 18. More than 25 
Concordia guests joined alumni from other universities for an enjoy- 
able evening savouring the variety of Chinese culinary delights, 
accompanied by good conversation and mirth. Keep an eye out next 


year for a similar event in your area. 

The next two Ottawa events will be the Annual Business Luncheon 
and the Annual Alumni Reunion Dinner this spring. For more infor- 
mation, visit the Ottawa Chapter website, at alumni. concordia.ca. 








assoclaTIon news 
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New York 


The Tri-State Chapter honoured Concordia Rector Frederick Lowy in 
the Library Room of Manhattan’s renowned Yale Club of New York, 
November 6. Despite inclement weather, 4,5 alumni from the tri-state 
area, Michel Robitaille, Quebec delegate general in New York, and two 
Concordia Student Union representatives came to recognize Dr. Lowy’s 
accomplishments at Concordia. The Chapter presented the rector with 
a Crystal Big Apple from Tiffany's, engraved “To Our Leader.” 

At left: Chapter President Bob Beauregard, L BA 60, and his wife, Carole 
(far right), with Mary Kay and Frederick Lowy. 


| Careers From Here 


The CUAA Student & Campus Relations Committee, chaired by 
Cristelle Basmaji, BComm 03, hosted the first Careers From Here 
speakers event for students in the John Molson School of Business. 
More than go students and alumni came out to hear some successful 


Liberal Arts College 
= 5th Anniver SaLy, March 19-20, 2004. 


Registration: March 19, 204.0 Mackay St., 1-4, p.m. 


Lecture: by classicist and Thucydides scholar Donald Kagan 
(Yale University), 5 p.m., followed by a wine and cheese reception, 
Faculty Club, Hall Building, 7th floor. 


Reunion Breakfast, 8:30-9:30 a.m., Hall Building reception room, 
7th floor, followed by a Reminiscences Panel and other seminars. 


25th Reunion Dinner-Dance: 6 p.m. cocktails, 7 p.m. dinner, 
Omni Hotel, 1050 Sherbrooke St. W. $85 per person, $160 per couple 


For more information, contact Lina D’Iorio, 


(514) 848-2424, ext. 2565, ldiorio@alcor.concordia.ca 


alumni talk about their work experiences after life at Concordia, and 
add some advice. A cocktail reception followed the panel discussion, 
which gave students the opportunity to network with mentors and 
alumni and to check out the recently revamped Online Mentor Program. 


2004, Ottawa Friends of Loyola Dinner 
Guest speaker: 
Rey. Eric Maclean, S.J., L BA 64, 

President of Loyola High School 


The Hon. Allan Lutfy, L BA 64, Chief 
_ Justice of the Federal Court, will host 
the evening. : 


_ Friday, May7,2004 
~ Cocktails (cash bar) 6 p.m., dinner 7 p.m. 
Rideau Club, 99 Bank Street, Ottawa 
$75 per ticket 
RSVP requested by April 30 


_ During the evening, special recognition will be given to several 
_ distinguished alumni. 


For information or to purchase tickets, call 1-888-777-3330 
or (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856, or visit alumni.concordia.ca 
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| Journalism 








Another huge success! More than 100 journalism alumni and friends 
gathered to honour Lindsay Crysler, at Montreal’s Molson Breweries, 
January 30. Crysler was congenially roasted by former colleagues and 
long-time friends, but the blow was softened by a presentation of a 
commemorative memory book filled with snapshots, cartoons and 


anecdotes from his days as a professor and director of the journalism 
department at Concordia. At right: Jagg Carr-Locke, BA 82, Lindsay Crysler 
and his wite, Judith Woodsworth, president of Laurentian University. 





International MBA 
Case Competition | 








Concordia has hosted its International MBA Case Competition for 23 
years, but this year was a first: the home team won! The John Molson 
School of Business beat out 31 other teams, which included 120 students 
from across the continent and as far away as Finland and New Zealand. 
The annual weeklong competition, held this year January 5 to 10, tests 
students’ management savvy on a succession of business cases and real- 
world business problems. Congratulations to the two coaches and five 
members of the team: (at left) back row, coach Tim Field, Tamara Huggan, 
Michel Carrier and assistant coach Noor Shawwa; front row: Ksenija Cvetkovic, 
Olivier Camet and Patrick Smith. 


OWOLSKY) 





Anorew Dose 


| CUAA 


The atrium of the Samuel Bronfman House was the site of the annual 
Tri-Board Holiday Party, December 18. Concordia’s Office of Alumni 
Relations hosted the party for volunteers of the board and chapters 

of the Concordia University Alumni Association, the Association of 
Alumni of Sir George Williams University and the Loyola Alumni 
Association. At right: Jaqueline Goes, MBA 98, Uzma Mustafa, BComm 99, 
and Simone Gabbay, BComm 98. 











Rising Star - ! 





Lauren Gould (at left), the alumni officer for student programs in 
Concordia’s Office of Alumni Relations, won a 2003 Rising Star Award 
from District 1 of CASE, the Council for the Advancement and Support of 
Education, in Boston, January 24,. Last year, Lauren started a university- 
wide program to promote and sell art by Concordia students, resulting 
in an exhibition at the launch of the Faculty’s chapter last spring. She 
also revitalized the student committee of the CUAA, revived the online 
mentor program and helped start a series of career workshops. Lauren 
is also a Concordia student, doing a major in creative writing and a minor 
in studio arts, and she hopes to graduate this spring. 
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| Athletics 


The Concordia University Sports Hall of Fame Induction Banquet 
will be held Thursday, June 3 (see ad, below), followed by the 
Annual Athletics Alumni Golf Tournament on Friday, June 4. 
Also, be sure to attend our events at Homecoming 2004, 
September 27 to October 3. Anyone interested in volunteering 
for the Chapter executive or in more information, contact Paul 
Chesser, (514,) 84,8-24,24, ext. 4.977, or Paul.Chesser@Concordia.ca. 


Celebrate the achievements of legendary Concordia, 


Loyola and Sir George Williams athletes, builders 


and teams at the Concordia University Sports Hall 
of Fame Induction Banquet, Thursday, June 3, 2004, 
Molson Breweries, 1670 Notre Dame St. E., 6 p.m. 
Call (514) 848-2424 ext. 3885. 





aSsOCIaTION NEWS 





Loyola Medal 


The Loyola Medal was re-established in 1990 as an award present- 
ed by Concorda University given to an outstanding individual who 


meets the specified criteria. Our most recent recipient, in 2001, 
was Richard J. Renaud, L BComm 69. 


After screening a broad spectrum of exceptional candidates, 
the nominating committee’s choice for the 2003 award is: 


Dominic D’Alessandro, | BSc 67, LLD 98. 


Dominic D’Alessandro is president and chief executive of Manulife 


Financial. Prior to joining Manulife, he was president and chief 
executive of the Laurentian Bank of Canada, from 1988 to 1994. 


He has served as director, chairman, co-chairman, council mem- 


ber, fellow and panel speaker for many companies, associations 
and institutes, and continues to maintain strong ties and close 
contact with Concordia. 


We will celebrate this occasion in Toronto on Monday, May 3, 2004. 


Please call (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856. 
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September 27 to October 3 


Join us as we celebrate this milestone anniversary at 
Homecoming 2004. 


Profit from your connections and use this opportunity to get 
involved and reconnect with former classmates and friends. 


There are many ways to participate: 
* Join your reunion class committee. 
* Organize a reunion event for your class, department, 


sports team or student group, etc. 
- Sign up to volunteer at a Homecoming event. 


- Visit the Homecoming website for the latest news and updates. 


+ Join your alumni chapter or affinity group planning committee. 


* Send us your suggestions for Homecoming events and activities. 


z= Homecoming 2004 


I am interested in: 
© Volunteering (specify): 


[| Attending (specify): 


© Finding out more about: 


Name: 


Address: 


Telephone: (home) (office) 
E-mail: 

Degree, major/specialization and year: 
Institution (Concordia, Sir George, Loyola): 


Student ID: 


Please return to: Alumni Relations, Concordia University * 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Suite FB-520, 
Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 @ Phone (514) 848-2424 ext. 3885 © Fax (514) 848-2826 


E-mail: homecoming@alumni.concordia.ca © Homecoming website: alumni.concordia.ca/homecoming 
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Some graduates in this listing 
have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their earli- 


est year of graduation. 


55th Reunion 


Pierre Perrin, L attendee, 

is now retired after a career 
as a building inspector for the 
City of Montreal. He lives in 
Laval, Que. 
Say 

Monica Dowers 
b Franklyn, S BSc, received 
her BEd and MEd from the 
University of Windsor, and 
eventually became a vice- 
principal for the Windsor 
Catholic School Board. She is 
now retired. Monica is married 
to Gaston Franklyn, S BA 
(psych.) 61, who before his 


retirement was executive vice- 





president of St. Claire College 
in Windsor. They remain in 
Windsor, where Gaston is a 
consultant. 
Cf 

Marg Wood, S BA, 
received an MA in public 
administration from Carleton 
University in 1995. “I'm Senior 
Manager, Operations, at the 
National Judicial Institute in 
Ottawa. I have three children, 


two married. I’m an accom- 


plished amateur photographer.” 


margwood.com 


URES 

Ralph T. Leavitt, S 
2 BComm, received an MTh 
from McGill in 1994, and an 
MDiv from the Montreal 
Diocesan Theological College in 
1995. | have just been installed 
as the 10th rector of St. George’s 
Anglican Church in Montreal.” 


Edouard Robitaille, L BA 


(econ. & poli. sci.), is president 


of Services immobiliers du 
Bourg in Brossard, Que. “With 
27 years of business experience, 
| have started a new enterprise. 
My aim is to assist those 
seeking funds for their real 
estate projects or who might 
need advisory services. Visit 
immofinancement.com.” 


Fi) 

Alain Paul Martin, S 
(3 BComm, teaches strategy, 
risk management, negotiation 
and leadership, based in Hull, 
Que. He has advised the director 
general of UNESCO and has 
served as executive member of the 
non-partisan Committee of the 
Prime Minister of Canada on 
Government Reform. An alumnus 
of Harvard Business School 
and a recipient of patents and 
innovation awards, Alain invented 
the Harvard Business Planner and 


developed Harvard University 





Global System, a practical 


management tool. He has been 


recognized by the Project 
Management Institute for “his 
outstanding contribution to the 
state-of-the-art of project 
management.” Alain’s latest 
book is Harnessing the Power of 
Intelligence, Counterintelligence 
& Surprise Events (executive.org 


Press, 2002). 


30th Reunion 


James A. Wyant, L BA 


(hist.), was honoured with 


f 


the 2003 Public Television 
Leadership Award, given annually 


to volunteers for exceptional work 
on behalf of public television. 
James is the first Canadian to win 
the award. He is a member of the 
Vermont Public Television board 
of directors and chair of VPT’s 
Canadian charitable organization. 





Jackie Rae Wloski, S BA 71, has exhibited her multimedia etchings in several recent 
shows in the Montreal area, inlcuding at the Arts Club, the Claremont Restaurant, 
Galerie de la ville, Tudor Hall and Stewart Hall. Her work can be found in 

several Montreal galleries and collections. 1) from the Stewart Hall show: / live in 
a Box of Chocolates. 


Diane Collet, BFA 76, participated in a group exhibition, “The Male Body,” at Art 
en Majuscule in Montreal, November 5-22. 2) Bedspread. 
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Susan Pepler, BFA 84, a Montreal painter, held a Christmas exhibition, “My Manets,” 
a special series of small canvasses inspired by the 19th-century French Impressionist, 
at Montreal’s Belgo Building, December 18-21. Her previous solo shows included “Los 
Carros de Cuba” in 2002 and “Green Leaves” in 2000. “My Manets” featured 24 paint- 
ings of fruit. Visit susanpepler.com. 3) Apples. 


Renée Lavaillante, BFA 87, took part in a group exhibition, “Metamorphosis,” at 
the Maison de la culture Céte-des-Neiges in Montreal, November 28 to January 18. 


CLASS aCTS 





John and his wife, Maureen, live 
in Pointe Claire, Que. 


Sie 
Bob Delaney, BSc 
(5 (physics), was elected 
as the Member of Provincial 
Parliament in the Ontario 
riding of Mississauga West in 
October. He has an MBA from 
Simon Fraser University and 
his accreditation from the 
Canadian Public Relations 
Society. Bob operated a web 
development consulting firm 
before his election, taught 
in the continuing education 
department of the School of 
Business Studies at Ryerson 
University and is co-author 
of the book High Value IT 
Consulting (Osborne McGraw 
Hill, 2003). 


Margaret Lynch, BA (theol. 
studs.), lives in Anchorage, 
Alaska. “I received my first 


master’s degree in 1985 from 


the State University of New 
York at Buffalo, in teaching 
English as a second language, 
and completed my second 
master’s in guidance and c 
ounselling from the University 
of Alaska, Anchorage, in 2002. 
I am now a counsellor at the 
state’s women’s prison in Eagle 
River. I am grateful for the 
education I received at 
Concordia. I am proud to tell 
people that I graduated from 


the best university in Canada.” 


Mohan Munasinghe, 

MA (econ.), received the 
prestigious 2003 Adelman- 
Frankel prize for unique and 
innovative contributions 

to energy research, by the 
U.S. Association of Energy 
Economics and International 
Association of Energy 
Economics, at their interna- 
tional conference in Mexico 
City in October. Mohan is 


chairman of the Munasinghe 
Institute for Development in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 


mS. 

Bertram Valentine 
(8 Crick, BComm, MBA 
(bus. admin.) 81, is president & 
CEO of Val Crick’s Real Estate 
in New York. He is also chair of 
a start-up in Ottawa, featuring 
cutting-edge GPS technology, 
and is developing two inven- 
tions with patent pending status 
in Canada and the U.S. Val is 


married and lives in Brooklyn. 


Fred Green, BComm, has 
been appointed executive 
vice-president, operations and 
marketing, at Canadian Pacific 
Railway in Calgary. He has been 
with CP for 25 years. 


a= 

Luc Amyotte, MTM, 
BT MSc (math) 86, was 
awarded the Prix Frére Robert 
in October for his Calculus III 


lecture notes, by the 


Association mathématique 

du Québec. He was also one 

of the 10 candidates for the 
Drummondville, Que., person- 
ality of the year. 


José C. Curto, BA (hist.), 
received an MA in 1983 anda 
PhD in 1996 from the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles. He recently became 
an assistant professor in the 
Department of History (Arts) 
at York University. José has 
won a number of academic 
awards and published several 
books, including the forth- 
coming Africa and the Americas: 
Interconnections during the Slave 
Trade (Africa World Press, 
2004), co-edited with Renée 
Soulodre-La France. 


John M. Gancz, BA (Asian 
studs.), GrDip 03, is a House 
of Commons project leader in 
Ottawa. “I’m living in beautiful 


Chelsea, Que., within an easy 





Renée, who also has a licence en lettres et histoire de l’art from the Université de Paris- 
Sorbonne and a scolarité de maitrise, histoire de |’art, from the Université de Nanterre, 
has exhibited since 1988 across Quebec and France and in Ukraine. 4) Jardin de 


Gabrielle, 5 éléments d’une installation, 2003. 


Joanne Kielo, MA 88, GrDip (art therapy) 88, will have an exhibition of her works 
of paper, “Subtle Body,” at the Maison de la culture Ahuntsic-Cartierville, May 6 to 


June 19. 5) Calendar (detail with absorbed light). 


Eric Bell, BFA 96, held an exhibition of his paintings, “Waterscapes,” at Galerie de 
la ville in Dollard des Ormeaux, Que., November 27 to December 21. Eric, who also 
received art training in Australia, the Ontario College of Art and the Saidye Bronfman 
Centre in Montreal, is a Signature Member of the Pastel Society of Canada. 6) Winter 


Haven. 


Jared Olson, BFA 01, had an exhibition of his work, “New Abstract Paintings,” at 
Java U Lounge in Montreal, November 3-30. 7) Sunset. 
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commute to Ottawa. I’m 
married, with a 10-year-old 
daughter and a 5-year-old son. 
After a 20-year hiatus from 
school, | completed the new 
graduate diploma in Community 
Economic Development at 
Concordia. I volunteer exten- 
sively. I have found that the 
knowledge I acquired both as 
an undergraduate and in the 
grad program have been of 
great help. Give my regards to 
Montreal. I don’t get home 
nearly enough!” 
means 

Jim Robert Bachelor, 
8 BEng (elec.), is an engineer 
for Radianz, a global financial 
extranet company in London, 
U.K. “I was living in London and 
came back to Montreal in the fall. 
Any of the old gang of engineer- 
ing/comp sci grads from 1981 or 
1982 or from A-D-Phi who want 
to get together for old times’ 
sake, e-mail me at 


kayazh2@yahoo.ca.” 


m= 
83 Danny Arciero, 
BComm, has lived and 


worked in Paris, France, since 
1997. He recently joined United 
Biscuits as director of opera- 
tions. “Paris is a beautiful city, 
but Montreal and Canada will 
never be forgotten. My son, 
Bryan, now 21, studies chemical 


engineering at McGill.” 


20th Reunion 


Adele Megann, BA 

(theol. studs.), received 
an MA from the University of 
Notre Dame in 1985 and a BEd 
from the University of Calgary 
in 1998. “In 1985, I was 
Salutatorian, and recipient 


of the Loyola, Theology and 


Lonergan Medals at Concordia. 
I lived in Calgary for many 
years, which finally got a lively 
Concordia Chapter when all 
those CP people moved out 
there! Now I'm in Halifax, 
currently teaching and publishing 
fiction. I have a website, 
writers.ns.ca/Writers/ameg 
ann.html. | was president of 
Lonergan College’s student 


association for a few years.” 


Andreas Olligschlaeger, 

BA (geog.), received an MA in 
geography from the University of 
British Columbia in 1986, and an 
MPhil in 1992 and PhD in 1997 
in public policy from Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh, 
Penn. He is now president and 
founder of TruNorth Data 
Systems, a company that does 

R & D for law enforcement. 
Andreas is involved with Rotary 
International, the International 
Association of Crime Analysts, 
the International Association 

of Law Enforcement Intelligence 
Analysts, Police Futurists 
International, and FBI/PFI 
Futures Working Group. He is 
married and lives in Freedom, 


Penn. 


a 

Boris Maksimov, BA, 
85 writes, “After Concordia 
I went on to Oxford on a Rhodes 
Scholarship. I recently married 
Annadis Greta Rudolfsdottir, 
and we have a son, Daniel Ari 


Gretuson Maksimoy, and live 
in London (U.K., that is).” 


es 
Scott D. Pearson, BCSc, 
g b is vice-president of 
consumer credit for M&T Bank 
Corporation in Buffalo, N.Y. 

He is married to Suzanne 


Dionne, BComm 87, BA (ECE) 
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Frederick Lowy, Concordia Rector and Vice- 
Chancellor, along with human rights activist Monique 
Mujawamariya, received the Gandhi, King, Ikeda Award 
for his work in the advancement of peace, human rights 
| and education, on November 10. The award is named 

| after Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Daisaku Ikeda, three men from different cultures and 
countries who have followed a common path in 
improving the lives of all peoples. Rector Lowy, a psychiatrist, 
bioethicist and academic, came to Concordia during a challenging 
time in the university's history and has helped it emerge as a 
strong, healthy institution with a public commitment to diversity, 
discussion, rights and responsibilities. 


Hon. John C. Major, Q.C., L BComm 53, was 
one of six recipients of honorary doctorates at 
Concordia’s winter convocation, December 5. Justice 
Major has been a member of the Supreme Court of 
Canada since 1992, and has been involved in cases 
that have brought about significant changes in local, 
provincial and federal policies and legislation. 


David Bercuson, S BA 66, LLD 98, was named 
an Officer of the Order of Canada on January 28. One 
of Canada’s most respected historians, authors and 
commentators, David is a professor of history at the 
University of Calgary and director of its Centre for 
Military and Strategic Studies. He has an MA and 
PhD, both in history, from the University of Toronto. 
David has written many popular books on Canadian 
military history, and has been active within several professional 
organizations. He received an honorary doctorate from 
Concordia in 1998 and the J.B. Tyrrell Historical Medal from 
the Royal Society of Canada in 2002. 


Jonathan Wener, S BComm 71, was named 

a Member of the Order of Canada on January 28. 
Jonathan is chairman and CEO of the Canderel 
Group of Companies in Montreal. He founded the 
Défi Corporatif Canderel, the yearly corporate run 
for cancer research, in 1989, and has volunteered for 
many organizations. Jonathan has been a Concordia 
governor since 1995, and head of the board’s real 
estate committee since 1996. He was a volunteer canvasser for 
both of the university's capital campaigns and remains involved 
in fundraising. Jonathan received the Commerce Award of 
Distinction from the John Molson School of Business in 1991 
and the CUAA’s Humberto Santos Award of Merit in 2001. 


S| Mitchell Akiyama, BFA o2, received the 2003 
| Dora Morrow Fellowship for Excellent Achievement 
in Visual Arts. Mitchell, a Montreal-based composer/ 
sound/video/visual artist, is in his first year of 
Concordia’s MFA program in studio arts, specializing 
| in open media. His musical compositions use 
traditional instruments, digitally deconstructed. He 
has released two solo albums, Hope That Lines Don't 
Cross (2001) and Temporary Music (2002), and he has collaborated 
with Cincinnati-based musician Joshua Treble on Climate 
Variations (2002) and iambrokenandremadeiambroken... (2003). 
Mitchell has performed and shown his work in Canada and 
around the world, and he’s also had an active career in video, 
design and multimedia. 





gi, and they have two young chil- 
dren. “Our family is enjoying our 
new home we recently built in the 


Buffalo suburb of Williamsville.” 


eS 

Lilyclaire Bellamy, MA 
f f (media studies), received a 
law degree and a Legal Education 
Certificate from the University 
of the West Indies (Cave Hill), 
Barbados, and the Norman 
Manley Law School in Jamaica. 
“Tam one of two legal officers 
with the Ministry of Commerce, 
Science & Technology in Jamaica, 
responsible for energy. | am 
particularly interested in intellec- 
tual property law and Internet law. 


I would love to hear from my 


classmates from media studies, 


1985-87, and also the ‘regulars’ 
from the GSA during that period.” 
trefoiljim@yahoo.com 


Barbara Waruszynski, BA 
(soc.), MA (soc.) go, writes, “I 
contributed a chapter, ‘Pace of 
Technological Change: Battling 
Ethical Issues in Qualitative 
Research,’ to Walking the 
Tightrope: Ethical Issues for 
Qualitative Researchers, Will C. 
van den Hoonaard, ed. 
(University of Toronto Press, 
2002). We have received very 
good reviews. It is an excellent 
book for sociology students and 
others interested in ethics in 
social science research. ” 
= 

Jennifer Beauregard, 
Q BA (ECE), lives in 
Orangeville, Ont. “Iam in my 
fourteenth year as a French 
immersion teacher for the 
Peel District School Board in 
Mississauga. I also completed my 
BEd at York University. In 1999, 
I was awarded the Peel District 
School Board's Award of 


Distinction, as well as the Peel 
District School Board’s Award of 
Excellence. In 2001, I was award- 
ed York University’s Excellence 
Certificate of Achievement. I 
currently lecture at the West 
Central Cooperative for York 
University and am a presenter on 
TVO’s More to Life. During my 
time at Concordia, I was the cap- 
tain of the women’s soccer team 
(1986-87), was selected to the 
QUAA all star team (1987), and 
was the head coach of Quebec's 
provincial women’s elite soccer 
program (1988). I currently 
coach 6- to 7-year-olds in soc- 
cer, and am the fitness and dry 
land coach for the Orangeville 
Tigers Hockey program for 12- to 
13-year-old girls.” 


Karen McCairley, BA (broad. 
journ.), writes, “After almost 
nine years at Global News in 
Toronto, I took a three-month 
contract with the Discovery 
Channel — that was more than 
four years ago. I am currently 
producing seasons four and five 
of the popular series Sex Files. | 
get paid to tape naked people in 
bed. I am married to Lou, and we 
have a 5-year-old, Sophie, and a 
dog, Lizzie. We live in Toronto's 


Scarborough Bluffs area.” 


a 

Melissa Anctil, BA 
Q? (Fr./Eng. trans. & class. 
studs.), was among the finalists 
for a 2003 Governor General’s 
Literary Award in the category 
“Jeunesse texte,” for her book 
Gigi (Souliers Editeurs), a collec- 
tion of short stories written from 
the perspective of a 12-year-old 
girl growing into a teenager and 
young woman. Melissa received 
an MA in creative writing from 


Université de Montréal in 1996. 
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She works as a translator for Holt Que. Melanie was ranked 


Renfrew in Montreal. number nine in Profit maga- 


zine s November 2003 fifth 


Melanie Kau, EMBA, is annual issue of Canada’s Top 


president of Mobilia Group of 


100 Women Business Owners. 


Companies in Pointe Claire, Mobilia retails designer 


In MemoramM 


Robert Harris Pallen, S BSc 52, died November 3 in 
Montreal. Robert was a longtime chemistry professor at Concordia 
until his retirement in 1996, and continued to study music at the 
university. He is survived by his wife, Anne, S BSc 53, and children, 
Catherine and Christopher. Robert was 73. 










Terry Riley, L BA 66, died on January 11 in Lisle, Ont. A memorial 
celebration of Terry’s life was held on January 17 at CFB Borden, where 
he taught at the Canadian Forces Language School. As part of Loyola’s 
student government from 1964, to ‘66, he helped bring the replica of 
the statue of David to the Vanier Library. Donations in Terry’s memory 
may be made to Heifer International, an organization that provides 
farm animals to needy families (www. heifer.org). Terry is sur- 
vived by his partner, Suzanne Belson, BA 76. He was 58. 











Glay Sperling, S BA 68, died December 20 in Montreal. He was 
a longtime educator and former photojournalist, best known for his 
photos of world leaders at the Quebec Conference in 1943. Glay 
worked as a photographer at the Montreal Standard newspaper in 
the 1940s. In 1970, he founded the cinema department at Dawson 
College in Montreal, where he taught for 33 years. He is survived by 
his brother, Christian. Glay was 83. 













David Dunwoodie, BA (hist.) 76, died August 2003 in 
Edmonton, Alta. He is survived by his wife, Cindy. 







Ashok Chandwani, BFA 78, died November 3 in Montreal. 
Ashok was born in Jabalpur in Madha Pradesh, where his parents 
had fled after their homeland, Sindh, became part of Pakistan in 
1947. He arrived in Canada in 1973, and soon enrolled at Concordia. 
He became a journalist, joining the Montreal Gazette in 1979, where 
he worked as an editor, columnist, photographer and restaurant 
reviewer. He later also worked for CBC Radio. Ashok won several 
journalism awards, including a Media Human Rights Award with 
Glen Allen for a series on racism in Canada in 1982. In 2002 he 
bought the Old Montreal restaurant Au Cépage. Ashok is survived 
by his brother, Ajay. He was 53. 














R. Bella Rabinovitch, BFA 79, BA 79, MFA 91, died January 8 
in Montreal. Bella was a part-time art history instructor and PhD 
student at Concordia, where she taught from 1984 to 2003. She 
crafted innovative curriculum such as Principles and Practices of 
Art History, Visual and Performing Arts in Canada in the ‘80s and 
Western Perspectives on Non-Western Art. Bella was developing an 
Internet-based course at the time of her death. She is survived 

by her husband, Auréle Parisien. Bella was 51. 












Christopher Gregory Paw, attendee (journ.) 88, died January 
5 in Toronto. Christopher, a Toronto writer, was national director of 
French for the Future, a charitable organization that hosts programs 
across Canada for high school students in immersion and French 

first language. Christopher was also an avid curler. He was 36. 








concordia university magazine march 2004 issue 


CLASS ACTS 


furniture through 15 stores and 
also operates five Thomasville 
home-furnishing stores. In 
2002 they enjoyed revenues 


of $4.4..9 million. 


Mark €. Mackisoc, BA (phil.), 
received a BA in law from 
Carleton University in 1994. 
He is now a Sergeant (shift 
supervisor) with the Ontario 
Provincial Police in Killaloe. 
“We police Algonquin 
Provincial Park and the south 
end of Renfrew County. My 
wife, Kim, and I have a 
daughter, Carli, 4, and twins, 
Allison and Cameron, 2. 
Concordia graduates interested 
in a career with the OPP should 
feel free to contact me.” 


mfark.mackisoc@jus.gov.on.ca 


Ashok Singh, BA (econ.), MA 
(ed. tech) gg, is an academic 
training specialist, in faculty 
training and development, at 
Cuyahoga Community College 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 


bases sa) 
Q3 Glenn Bradley 
Holman, BA, MA (phil.) 


96, writes, “I have been living 
and travelling abroad since 
1995. I now teach 4,.00-level 
academic reading and writing 
for the University of California, 
Riverside, International 
Education Center in Seoul, 
South Korea. Check out my web- 
site at gbh2000.tripod.com 
for travel photos and nostalgia.” 


16th Reunion 


Gregory Edwards, 
BComm (fin.), is vice- 


president of the e-commerce 
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FX sales team in Global Rates 

and Currencies at Citigroup in 
London, U.K. Gregory started his 
career in investment banking with 
Scotia Capital before joining 
Citigroup in Toronto in 1996. He 
joined the U.K. corporate desk in 
2000. In November, Gregory was 
a guest panelist at OUT in the City, 
the first lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered careers event in 


London. 


Saas 

J.A. Benoit Bacon, 
Q5 BA (psych.), lives in 
Montreal. “I received my PhD 
in neuropsychology from 
Université de Montréal in 1999. 
I lived in the Czech Republic 
and in Scotland from 1999 to 
2002. Il am back at the 
psychology department at 
Concordia as a lecturer. I met 
my wife, Jaroslava, in Prague, 
and we have a beautiful baby 
girl, Adriana.” 


Christine Chantegreil, BA 
(econ.), writes, “After graduating, 
I moved to Vancouver and played 
in the mountains for six years. 

I got married in 2001 and have 
moved from the west coast to 

the best coast, and am living in 
Halifax with husband Frank. Our 
first child is Adrienne. I'd love to 
hear from any other Maritimers!” 
christinechantegreil@hotmail.com 
community.webshots.com/ 
user/chatdenis 


Frank Di Ciero, BA (comm. 
studs.), lives in Roxboro, Que. “I 
am a technical sales representa- 
tive within Matrox’s Video 
Product Group in Dorval. Our 
products are used for video edit- 


ing and digital content creation.” 
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Jay Solman, BA (anthro.), 
lives in Port Moody, B.C. “T 
received my master’s from the 
University of Toronto in 1998. 
Since then, I’ve been working 
in post-secondary student ser- 
vices, most recently in student 
recruitment at Simon Fraser 
University. I thoroughly love 
working with students and plan 
to start my PhD in education 
next year at SFU. I have been 
married for four years and have 


a newborn son, Joshua.” 


Shannon Webb, DIA, was 
recently elected as president 

of the board of directors of the 
Quebec Drama Federation 
(QDF). Shannon isa freelance 
arts administrator and an active 
member of Quebec's English- 
language theatre community. She 
has worked as general manager at 
Playwrights’ Workshop Montreal 
and as producer of the Montreal 


Fringe Festival. 


Saar 

Thomas Coleman, BCSc 
Q6 (soft. systems), lives in 
Gatineau, Que. “Since 1996, 
I’ve been a software architect 
for Nortel Networks in Ottawa. 
I am presently involved in 
software design for DWDM 
optical networks. I am happily 
married to Dawn Hyland of 
Ottawa. We have three beautiful 
girls: Jordan, 6, Kortney, 4,, and 


Hallie, 18 months.” 


Sara 

Sharon Blauer, BA 
Q/ (TESL), writes, “After 
Concordia, I left for Egypt 
through Carte Aid, an NGO that 
provides six-month internships 
for fresh Canadian graduates 


looking for international work 


experience. [| am still there five 
years on. I taught at AMIDEAST 
in Alexandria for a year before 
moving to Cairo, where 

I was awarded a teaching fel- 
lowship in 2000 at the 
American University. I com- 
pleted an MA last December 
and have been teaching at the 
British Council for more than 
three years. I have also been 
editing, writing and doing pho- 
tography and singing through- 
out the country, including at the 
Cairo Opera House, the Cairo 
Jazz Club and a number of 
national television spots. 
Ironically, I had been singing 
with the Montreal band Edwin 
and the Bedouins prior to my 
stint in the Middle East. am 
currently engaged to a Danish 
man whom | met on a writing 
assignment in a seedy bar in 


Sharm E] Sheikh.” 


Andrea Everard, BComm 
(int'l. bus.), MSc (admin.) gg, 
writes, “I left Montreal in 1999 
for the University of Pittsburgh, 
where I completed my PhD in 
management information 
systems in 2003. Iam now an 
assistant professor at the 
University of Delaware, in the 
department of accounting and 
MIS. I'd love to hear from old 
friends at Concordia!” 


everarda@lerner.udel.edu 


Daniel-Robert Gooch, BA 
(poli. sci.), was recently 
appointed managing director 
of Marketing and Media 

Affairs by GCW Consulting, an 
international aviation and 
energy/water resource consulting 
firm based in Arlington, Va. 
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GCW has particular expertise 
on business development and 
counselling in the People’s 
Republic of China. In his newly 
created position, Daniel- Robert 
will continue to oversee devel- 
opment of Commercial Aviation 
Today, the airline trade news 
daily he founded, and will 
expand GCW’s media portfolio 
and provide client support. 


Darryl Pike, BComm (fin.), 
is a manager of inventory and 
working capital for 
Falconbridge in Belgium. 
Darryl played for Concordia’s 

. men’s rugby QSSF champions 
in 1996-97, He is married with 
two daughters. 


ESS 

Simone Gabbay, BComm 
q g (mgmt. & econ.), is now the 
advancement officer for 
Concordia’s John Molson School 
of Business, responsible for all 
programs related to the JMSB 
annual fund campaign, including 
recruiting, training and support- 
ing volunteers. Simone was previ- 
ously a marketing coordinator for 
Eicon Technologies and 
Purelogic, and a development and 
alumni relations associate for 


McGill's Faculty of Law. 


Jessi Thind, BA (phil.), has 
published his first novel, Lions 
of the Sea (Trafford Publishing, 
2003). Based on the true story 
of the Komagata Maru, a char- 
tered Japanese steamship car- 
rying British subjects prevented 
from disembarking in Canada 
in 1914,, Lions of the Sea re-cre- 
ates the voyage through the eyes 
of an East Indian farmer forced, 


like thousands of others, to 





escape famine and poverty and 
search for prosperity. Jessi isa 
private Tae Kwon Do instructor 
in Montreal and a freelance 

script consultant for a film and 


game-consulting firm. 


5th Reunion 


Rev. Christopher J. Hill, 
BA (theol. studs.), MA 
(theol. studs.) 03, is an ordained 
minister for the Congregational 
Christian Churches in Canada, 

in Lancaster, Ont. “I have the 
opportunity of serving the Lord 
in a country church as senior 
pastor, where the congregation 
and community have been 
impressed by my theological and 
Christian knowledge obtained 
through the fine academic studies 
from Concordia’s theology 
department. Thanks to Dr. Bright 
and the faculty. God bless you.” 


Neil Simmerman, BSc (biol.), 
has been named to the Dean's 
List for Special Projects for the 
Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev Faculty of Health Sciences 
M.D. Program in International 
Health and Medicine, in 
collaboration with Columbia 
University Health Sciences. This 
unique program is designed to 
produce doctors with specialized 
training in international health 
and population-based medicine. 
Neil, a fourth-year student, was 
named to the Dean’s List for his 
efforts in designing and imple- 
menting a geriatrics curriculum 


for the program. 


ay 
00 Cindy Baldassi, BA 
(women’s studs.), writes, 


"I recently graduated from 


Osgoode Hall Law School at 
York University and started an 
articling job in Ottawa in 
September, clerking for the 
Federal Court — Trial Division. 
Future plans include graduate 
school, to continue my work in 
adoption law and feminist 
theory. I also had an article 
published in Intellectwal Property 
Journal. My partner, Jason 
Alexander, is an assistant pro- 
fessor of veterinary medicine at 
Western University of Health 


Sciences in Pomona, Calif.” 


Raja Kadri, BA (poli. sci.), 
MA (PP&PA) o2, lives in 
Gatineau, Que. “I am an 
economist with Finance Canada. 
I would love to hear from my 
friends both from BA and MA. 
Iam married and am enjoying 


Ottawa.” rajakadri@hotmail.com 


aa 
Oleksa Lozowchuk, MFA 
01 (cinema), isa 

musician and composer and runs 
Tendershoot Productions in 
Montreal. In November the cello 


section of the Quebec Symphony 
Orchestra performed pieces from 
his recent work, Bright Sadness, at 
the Musée du Québec in Quebec 
City. Bright Sadness, available at 
tendershoot.com, features 
key players of the Quebec 
Symphony Orchestra and was 
partially recorded at the Oscar 
Peterson Concert Hall. His other 
recent credits include an original 
film score for Wildflowers (2003); 
music mixing for the European 
release of the feature film 
Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner 
(2002); and sound editing/design 
for the NFB/Vision documentary 
For Jackson. “I’ve been married for 
five years and our son, Kolya 
Demyan Lozowchuk, was born in 


August.” 


SS 

Achille Ubalijoro, MBA 
03 (bus. admin.), is a Project 
Control Officer for Bombardier 
Aerospace in Montreal. He was 
recently nominated to the board 
of Wyland Communications, a 
start-up in the multimedia 


industry. 


norice 


Association of Alumni of Sir George Williams University 


is hereby given that the 


will hold its 


67th Annual General Meeting 
at 6 p.m., Wednesday, May 19, 2004. 


Alumni and the general public are welcome to attend the meeting, held for 
the purpose of receiving reports and the election of a new slate of directors. 


A speaker and cocktail reception will follow. 


Faculty Club Lounge 
Sir George Williams Campus 


H-767, Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
R.S.V.P. Alumni Relations, (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856, or visit 


alumni. concordia.ca/sgw 
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As an alumnus(ae) of ¢ , you have a PRIVILEGED STATUS 
which entitles you to enjoy savings through preferred group ratest. As Canada’ S 
leader of group home and auto insurance programs, we provide coverage to more 
‘than 600,000 clients and are renowned for our exceptional client care. 











1 888 589 5656 
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% Mieloche Monnex 
’ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


Where insurance is a science 
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NOTICce 


Alumni Recognition 
Awards 


Call for Nominations 
Deadline: April 12, 2004 


All graduates and members of the university community are invited to 
nominate candidates for the Concordia University Alumni Association 
Recognition Awards, the Association’s highest honours. The CUAA 
encourages you to submit nominations for individuals who deserve to be 
recognized for their outstanding achievements, their exceptional ser- 
vice to the advancement of Concordia University or their continued ser- 
vice to the community. The awards will be presented at a gala awards 
banquet on November 18, 2004. 












The awards are: 


Alumni of the Year Award 
Awarded to an alumnus/a who has demonstrated excellence and lead- 
ership in his/her life. 


Benoit Pelland Distinguished Service Award 
Awarded to an alumnus/a who has demonstrated a long-term commit- 
ment of outstanding service to the Alumni Association and the university. 


Honorary Life Membership 
Awarded to a non-graduate who has demonstrated a long-term commit- 
ment of outstanding service to the Alumni Association and/or the university. 


Outstanding Student Award 
Awarded to a Concordia student who has demonstrated outstanding 
qualities as a leader, as a student and as a contributor to student life. 


Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Awarded to a member of Concordia’s teaching staff who has shown 
superior knowledge, teaching ability and accessibility to students. 


MBA Alumni of the Year Award 

Awarded by the John Molson School of Business Alumni Chapter to an MBA 
alumnus/a who has demonstrated outstanding professional achievement 
and dedication to both the community at large and the university. 


Outstanding Faculty/Staff Award 

Awarded to a Concordia University faculty or staff member who has 
made an exceptional contribution to the Alumni Association or to the 
university community. 




















To obtain nomination forms, contact: 
Sharmin Bashar, Homecoming and Chapter Events Officer 
Office of University Advancement & Alumni Relations 
Concordia University, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8 

tel: (514) 848-2424 ext. 3882, fax: (514) 848-2826 
sbashar@alcor.concordia.ca, alumni.concordia.ca 










Loyola Alumni Educational Grant 
Deadline: May 1, 2004 


Undergraduate students: Financial Aid and Awards Office, 


(514) 848-2424 ext. 3507 


Graduate students: School of Graduate Studies, 
(514) 848-2424 ext. 3801 





KeeP In 


TOUCH 


If you don’t, how will we know? 


To send us a change of address or to have information about yourself 
appear in Class Acts, please send this form or write the Office of University 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 

FB-520, Montreal, Qc. H3G 1M8, or send a fax to (514) 848-2826, or 
e-mail us at alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 


Name 
Degree/year/program 


Home address 


Telephone 

Check box if this is anew address [J 
If you continued studies, where? 
What subject? 

Degree(s) and year(s) 

Name of employer 

Business address 

Business telephone 


Your company’s business 


Your position and what you do 


Married? Children? 
€-mail 


News and comments 


| would like to volunteer for 


Homecoming [_]} Committees [_J 


Mentor {_} Chapter work [J 
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By Ropert CALDERIS!I 


Robert Calderisi, L BA 68, recently returned 
to Montreal after 35 years away, including 
20 years at the World Bank in Washington, 
D.C. This is an excerpt from a longer piece, 

“Coming Home,” which can be read in full 


at magazine.concordia.ca 


he patriotic response to September 11 
T in the U.S. was immediate and 
understandable, but it took forms 
that shocked even someone like me who 
had been living there for many years. 
Three days after the terrorist acts I attend- 
ed a concert at the Kennedy Center and 
was chilled — not moved — by the sight of 
the Stars and Stripes hanging over the 
stage and the sound of the national 
anthem being played before the concert. 
It was an all- Beethoven program, which 
added to the incongruity of the symbolism. 


Reflections on our 
Southern Neighbours 


home, I came across examples of 
thin-skinned, rather than large- 
hearted, reactions to developments 
south of here. But, overall, in the 
last year I have seen little of the 
cheap criticism I had feared. 

I doubt Canadians have changed. 
Perhaps it is I who now see teasing 
Americans as an inevitable topic of 
conversation, like the weather, 
hockey and recent movies. Or sim- 
ply logical in the face of a far from 
natural — and almost imaginary — 
border with the most powerful cul- 
ture on earth. Most of it is also 
more good-natured than it appeared 
when I was living in the States. The 
months leading up to and following the 
war in Iraq, of course, put a particular 
strain on the relationship. Yet I have seen 


Anorew Dosrowotsky) 


more respect for the diversity of opinion 
in the United States. 


overaLL, we Have More IN COMMON 
WITH AMELICaANS THan WITH any OTHEL 
PEOPLE On earTH. ISn’T IT THAT WHICH 
Ge€TS ON OULF NEVES aT Times? 


To my tastes, events that expressed 
blind hatred of Americans would have 
been better marked by five minutes of 
silence and deep respect for music as an 
inviolable bond across borders rather 
than by the graphic display of nationality. 
My strong reaction was not just that of an 
international civil servant and “citizen of 
the world” but also, I believe, a stubborn 
reflection of my upbringing in Canada. 

After two decades in the U.S., one 
aspect of returning I was not relishing was 
knee-jerk criticism of Americans. Over 
the years, during virtually every visit 


Real differences do exist between most 
Americans and Canadians. But more 
binds the two peoples together than many 
would admit. To begin with, residents of 
Washington State, Oregon, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, the Dakotas and Northern 
California (and perhaps New York and 
New England) have an historical experi- 
ence and social values remarkably similar 
to our own. And they outnumber us. 

As a people, Canadians hug not just 
the border — most of us live within a 
hundred kilometres of it — but also our 
remote controls. We would feel deprived 
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Robert Calderisi was Concordia’s first Rhodes Scholar. 


if we missed re-runs of Seinfeld or the 
latest episode of NYPD Blue. Overall, we 
have more in common with Americans 
than with any other people on earth. 
Determined to be different, isn’t it that 
which gets on our nerves at times? 

Americans are doomed to world lead- 
ership and we are doomed to appear 
carping at times. In the recent cultural 
battles between a tough-minded 
Pentagon and the “old” Europeans, 
we came out — unclear. 

Yet we will not be cornered or cowed. 
Nothing summarized better our vulnera- 
bility, our innocence, and at the same 
time our stubbornness, than an Aislin 
cartoon last year. It showed a pint-sized 
beaver with a ban-the-bomb symbol on 
his toque and peace placard in his hand, 
looking warily up at the sky under the 
shadow of a B-52 bomber. We're experts 
at having it both ways — sending extra 
troops to Afghanistan to free up American 
forces for the fight in Iraq. There is an 
elegance to this positioning — even if it 
irritates Mr. Bush and other hard-liners, 
lost in their certitudes — which most 
Northern Californians would appreciate. @ 








John Molson School of Business 
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Important News for Montrealers Thinking 
of Doing an Executive MBA Program! 


The Financial Times of London’s October 20" survey ranked only four Canadian 
EMBA programs among the top 50 Executive MBA programs worldwide: 


¢ Ivey School of Business (Western Ontario) #12 
¢ Rotman School of Business (Toronto) #32 
¢ John Molson School of Business (Concordia) #40 
* Queen's University #46 


With close to 20 years of EMBA know-how and a newly-revised curriculum for today’s complex global business 
environment, the John Molson School of Business is clearly your best choice for a world-class EMBA experience 
in Montreal. 


For more information: Please call Lucille Hreha at 848-2424, ext. 2995 or 
Visit our website at http://www.johnmolson.concordia.ca/emba 
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When Linda’s husband died suddenly, 





she had 


to get a second job just to keep the house. 


FACT: More than 15% of Canadians between the 
ages of 35 and 55 don’t have any life insurance.* 


It’s 100% of their dependents who 
are really at risk. 


Life insurance is for the living. Your life insurance could be all 
that stands between your loved ones and a lifetime of need. You 
see, it's not really insurance ...it's groceries, utility payments, 
clothes, car maintenance, loan payments, rent or mortgage ... 
in fact, it’s everything that your family depends on you for 
right now. 


FACT: The death rate of Canadians between 
the ages of 30 and 49 is 5.8 per 1,000. 


If you were one of the 5.8, could your family 
cope financially without you? 


The unthinkable can happen. Don’t let your family's story be a 
tragic one. For their security and for your own peace of mind, 
find out more about the valuable and affordable Term Life, 
Major Accident Protection and Income Protection coverage 
designed for alumni of Concordia University. 


For information and a mail-in Application that you can complete in the privacy of your own home, . 
call Manulife Financial (the underwriter) toll-free at: 1 888 913-6333 : sea 


FACT: In Canada, life insurance 
represents only 2.4% of household 
estate planning. *** 


Life insurance is an affordable way to 
maintain your family’s net worth after you’ve 
passed away. 


Consider all the payments you make on a monthly basis. 
Perhaps you have a mortgage, outstanding credit card balances, 
car loans or student loans. If you passed away and your family 
cashed in your assets (home, RRSP’s and other investments) to 
pay all you owe, what would be left? Would it be enough to 
provide them with a suitable lifestyle? Think about it. 


Thinking ahead and purchasing insurance could 
make all the difference for your family’s 
financial security. 


p COVERAGE 
© ESSENTIALS 
FER YOUR 


Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET, 


or e-mail us at: am_service@manulife.com 


Underwritten by: 


[M! Manulife Financial 


The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 


6 COVERAGE 


Recommended by: 


Concordia 


UNIVERSITY 


Real education for the real world 


* — According to the Canadian Ownership Report, A Benchmark for the 21st Century (2000) by LIMRA International, Canadians aged 35 to 55 have an average of 3.6 times their annual income in life insurance coverage, while 
Canadians aged 55 to 64 have only 2.4 times their annual income in coverage. 25% of all Canadian households have no life insurance at all, while 16.5% of Canadians aged 35 to 55 do not own any life insurance coverage. 


** Statistics Canada, Death 1998 — Report 84F0211XPB. 
*** Investor Economics — The Household Balance Sheet Report — 2001 Edition. 





